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Millennial Hopes and 
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First Article in a Series Dealing with the Millennium 
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Easter Week of Prayer 


March 24-31, 1918 


The prayer we are called upon to offer now is not a mere spiritual exercise but 
a desperate effort to change things. The unity that is being manifested has not 
come just to show “how good and pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in 
unity,” but because of the individual helplessness. We must unite and we must 
pray because our own strength is not sufficient for the things that have to be done. 

Even before the War all our missionary, benevolent and educational organiza- 
tions, state, district and national, were running like limited trains up to their 
capacity. Many of them had been forced into heavy deficits by the necessities of 
success. The War has thrown double tasks upon every one of them. The Church, 
in all its dpartments, local, national and international, is the most vital factor in 
the world crisis. Not for its own sake, but for the nation and for humanity, all its 
agencies must at once be put upon a war footing. 

So all interests have united for the Disciples’ Emergency Drive in April, 
especially in the week April 1-6. The Menand Millions Movement has been asked 
to organize the campaign and to distribute the receipts on the same basis as the 
money received on its regular pledges, except that the State Societies, which do not 
share in that, will receive 10% of this. These Emergency subscriptions are to be 
paid in cash or before July Fourth. They may be for less than $500, even down to 
$5, but may count on the $6,300,000 fund, which will thus be greatly over-sub- 
scribed. 

A more vital and necessary task was never undertaken by any people. But 
only the Divine presence and power can bring success. 














SUGGESTIONS FOR SERVICES 
Special Sermon 


Sunday Morning, March 24th: Completing the Task. II Cor. 8:11. 


Cottage Meetings for Prayer and Conference 
Monday Night, March 25th: Complete Consecration. Matt. 4:18-22; 6:24-34. 
Tuesday Night, March 26th: Security of Perfect Obedience. I Kings 17 :8-16; Matt. 7 :24-27. 
Wednesday Night, March 27th: Fidelity in Stewardship. Luke 19:1-16; Matt. 6:19-23. 
Thursday Night, March 28th: The Supreme Thrift. Mark 14:3-9; II Cor. 9:6-15. 


General Meeting at Church 
Friday Night, March 29th: Two Apostolic Churches. Acts 4:32-37; II Cor. 8:1-9. 


Family Worship in Every Home 
Saturday Night, March 30th: Faithfulness to God. Gen. 28:16-21; Matt. 25:14-30. 


Easter Sunday, March 31st 


Bible School Program and Offering National Benevolent Association. 








Special Easter Sermon 
Christ’s Victory for the World. Matt. 28:1-10; I Cor. 15 :20-26. 


Easter Afternoon 
Special Meeting Christian Woman's Board of Missions, with Annual Self-Denial Offering. 








MEN AND MILLIONS MOVEMENT 


222 W. FOURTH STREET, - = = CINCINNATI, OHIO 

















N 
SSS 
SS 


SSN 


An Undenominational Journal! of Religion 


Volume XXXV MARCH 14, 1918 


EDITORIAL STAFF: CHARLES CLAYTON MORRISON, EDITOR; 
ORVIS FAIRLEE JORDAN, ALVA W. TAYLOR, 


Rraan 











Number 11 








HERBERT L. WILLETT. CONTRIBUTING EDITOR 
JOHN RAY EWERS :: THOMAS CURTIS CLARK, OFFICE MANAGER 


Entered as second-class matter, Feb. 28, 1902, at the Post-office, Chicago. Published weekly by Disciples Publication Society, 700 E. goth St., Chicago 
Subscription—$2.50 a year (to ministers, $2.00), strictly in advance. Canadian postage, 52 cents extra; foreign, $1.04 extra. 
Change of date on wrapper is a receipt for remittance on subscription and shows month and year to which subscription is paid. 

















Tue Curistian Century is a free interpreter of the essential ideals of Christianity as held historically by the Disciples of Christ. 
It conceives the Disciples’ religious movement as ideally an unsectarian and unecclesiastical fraternity, whose original impulse and 
common tie are fundamentally the desire to practice Christian unity in the fellowship of all Christians. Published by Disciples, Tue 
Curisttan Century, is not published for Disciples alone, but for the Christian world. It strives to interpret the wider followship 
in religious faith and service. It desires definitely to occupy a catholic point of view and it seeks reades in all communions. 


Millennial Hopes and the War Mood 














proach of the end of the world and the fulfillment 
of millennial dreams. Perhaps at no time within 
the memory of men now living have so many confident 
assertions been made as of late regarding the speedy 


M res voices in these days proclaim the near ap- 


consummation of all mundane things, the visible and 
bodily coming of the Lord, the arrival of the age of 
heavenly blessedness, the final defeat of the forces of 
evil, and the lasting victory of righteousness. 

The widespread circulation of literature that pro- 
fesses to throw light on these mysterious things has 
undoubtedly whetted the curiosity of large numbers of 
people. In ordinary days such manifestoes are given 
slight regard, because the customary activities of indus- 
trial, civic and religious life are sufficient to fill the pro- 
grams of most people. They have little leisure for the 
curious and the occult. 

}ut in days when war has torn great gashes in the 
quivering flesh of humanity, when all things have as- 
sumed monstrous and distorted form, and portent seems 
the expected and normal method of disclosing the mean- 
ings of the great drama, the mind is swept away from 
its accustomed anchorage of fact, and is in danger of 
submergence in the welter of troubled and chaotic ideas 
that are rushed everywhither in the flood. 

In such a moment one is compelled to ask certain 
questions which are suggested by current discussion, 
and to attempt to secure at least measurably convincing 
answers to them. There are those who are speaking in 
loud and confident tones on these themes, in public 
speech and through the press. Do they know more of 
the subject than other people, or are they only more 
dogmatic in their opinions? 

There is a vast amount of Bible reading under way 
in these days. This is in itself a hopeful sign. But 


insofar as this practice is stimulated by the war condi- 
tions, and is directed by the flood of millennial docu- 
ments issuing like a Niagara from the press, is it a 
serious, disciplined and worthful study of the Scrip- 
tures, or a nervous scanning of particular sections of the 
Bible, most of them apocalyptic in character, such as 
yield themselves most readily to the handling of those 
who wish to make them do duty as prophetic utterances 
referring to the days in which we live? 

Does a sane and sober study of the Bible, and par- 
ticularly of such parts as the Book of Daniel and the 
Revelation, the favorite documents for such so-called 
“prophetic” use, yield any such meanings as_ those 
which are secured by some forms of their current em- 
ployment? 


When men talk of the “end of the world,” what do 
they mean? In the light of all that God has attempted 
to teach us regarding this planet on which we live, both 
by the processes of scientific inquiry and the study of 
the Bible itself, is it probable that the physical earth 
is soon to pass through any striking change that could 
be described as “coming to an end”? 

Or is there token of some impending crisis in 
human events which could be described in the same 
manner? Does the Bible disclose any program of mun- 
dane affairs with such clearness that a student of all the 
facts may say, “In such and such a period, there will 
come a mighty and catastrophic upheaval; the predic- 
tions of scripture will be fulfilled, and a totally different 
era will be ushered in”? Are there any such predic- 
tions? If so, how are they to be understood? 

Much of the teaching now in vogue regarding the 
end of the world, or the end of the age, as some prefer 
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to describe it, makes confident affirmation of “the com- 
ing of the Lord.” What are the biblical facts? What 
did Jesus teach regarding his “coming”? What did 
the early Christian community expect? Is it possible 
to determine from the New Testament itself what the 
hope and expectation of the first disciples were? 

What was meant by the “millennial hope”? How 
did the idea arise in the thought of the church? Did 
the Jewish people, in whose midst the church took form, 
hold any opinions as to a period of a thousand years of 
blessedness? Is such an idea found in the current Jew- 
ish literature of the early Christian and the pre-Chris- 
tian age? If so, what was its meaning? 

Has the church through the centuries cherished the 
hope of “the coming of the Lord,” and the “end of the 
world”? Has the interest in these themes been general 
in the church, or confined to a comparatively small pro- 
portion of the total number of Christians? Has that 
interest grown into much more vivid expression in times 
of war, persecution and devastation than in normal 
cays? What are the outstanding occasions in the his- 
tory of the church in which the millennial hope has had 
urgent presentation? What has been the effect upon 
the life and morals of the church and the community 
of such eager and insistent preaching of the doctrine in 
those periods? What has been the after effect, when 
the moment of expectation passed, and the promised 
portents were unrealized ? 

What is meant by the “Battle of Armageddon”? 
What does the Bible have to say about such a conflict? 
Where is it supposed to take place? When is it to 
occur? What forces and issues are to be involved? 

Does the Bible teach that the Jews are to return 
to Palestine? How did the “Zionist” program origin- 
ate? Do the Jewish people wish to occupy the Holy 
Land? What are the prospects that the land will be 
delivered from Mohammedan control? Do the Chris- 
tian hopes for the evangelization of the Jews depend on 
the establishment of a Jewish state in Palestine? 


Is the program of Jesus for the world one that is 
to be realized by sudden and catastrophic means, or by 
the gradual and pervasive realization of his ideals 
among men? Is the world on the way to such a grad- 
ually realized goal? Are we making progress, or slip- 
ping backward? If Jesus were here with us in the flesh 
today, would he bid us go on with the preaching of the 
gospel and the progressive attainment of the Christian 
ideal for the world, or would he think the effort was 
hopeless, and promise an early and supernatural inter- 
ruption that would destroy evil and bring in the era 
of good? 

No one who is sensitive to the currents of popular 
emotion in our day can be unaware that questions of 
this character are occupying far more of the attention 
of Christian people than at any time for a century. It 
need not be assumed that among those who are doing 
most to direct the mind of our war-distracted world 
into millennarian channels there is unity of opinion or 
agreement as to even the most general features of the 
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expected apocalypse. Under many banners the various 
forms of adventism and millenarianism are fighting. 
And “fighting” is a good word to describe the present 
activity. Tons upon tons of pamphlets, leaflets, papers 
and books are pushed into circulation with unstinted 
outpouring of money and passionate eagerness of propa- 
ganda. Men who differ totally not only as to the details 
of the impending “manifestation,” but as to its broadest 
aspects, and pour volumes of vitriolic contempt upon 
each other’s theories of the method and moment of the 
great disclosure, join in self-forgetting enthusiasm to 
push the common cause, the approaching end of the 
present world order. 

The propaganda has reach enormous proportions, 
Adventists are active in all parts of the country. It is 
the nick of time for their efforts. The public mind is 
distressed over the sorrows of the world. The horrors 
of war and the involvement of our own land have tended 
to depress the spirit of the nation. Terrible disasters, 
by land and sea, due to the activities or carelessness 
inevitable in war periods, have played their part in the 
lurid drama of the time. Are not these things the very 
catastrophies spoken of in Holy Writ? With one voice 
the theologies of despair have lifted up their insistent 
cry. Millenarianism is armed and in the saddle. 

The names of men who have had more or less 
prominence in biblical interpretation, and whose apoca- 
lyptic views have been allowed to pass without criticism 
because of the value of their other activities, are now 
demanding that the Christian world be aroused to the 
timeliness and supreme importance of this theme. 


The very fact that the air is full of such utterances, 
and that some men of distinction in the pulpit and the 
press have called attention to this subject as though it 
were vital to the Christian life in our day, which they 
insist is the last of the days, makes it worth while that 
the entire theme be surveyed in the light of biblical 
teaching and Christian history. Any study of the Word 
of God is worth while. The fathers of this effort to 
realize a larger measure of unity among the people of 
God confidently believed that the Bible was able to 
interpret itself, when honestly handled. In its totality 
the Scripture is self-revealing. Those who confine 
themselves to certain portions of the literature know 
little about any of it, and are the easiest victims of the 
scrappy method that fixes upon texts but knows little 
of contexts. But those who are willing to pay the price 
of sustained and patient inquiry into all the Bible has 
to say upon the great themes of the faith need not go 
far astray. 

Such an inquiry we propose in succeeding numbers 
of THe CuristiAN Century upon this timely theme of 
the Miflennial Hope. No idea could have taken such 
ceep hold upon the mind and affection of even the 
smallest group of believers through the centuries with- 
cut having in it elements of interest for all students of 
the Scriptures. If they are right, we of all people 
should know it. If they are missing the essentials of 
the faith, and are exhausting themselves in the pursuit 
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of an elusive dream, we may not be able to persuade 
them to the contrary, but we can at least reassure our 
own souls in a troublous time. In the spirit of gratitude 
for all the values that patient study of the Bible 
has brought forth for the guidance and inspiration of 
the soul of man, we begin the quest. 


Hersert L. WILLETT. 
This is the first of a series of articles by Professor 
Willett on “The War, the Millennium and the Second 


Coming of Christ.” Further articles will appear in suc- 
cessive issues of The Christian Century. 





The Spring Drive Against John 
Barleycorn 


HILE we are waiting for the states to ratify 
\W the national prohibition amendment, we have 

no reason to slacken our zeal in the local elec- 
tions where the wet and dry issue may be fought out. 
In addition to the arguments that have stood the test of 
time, we have the irresistible war argument, “Shall we 
deprive our children of bread and sugar to provide booze 
for the rummies about our towns?” It is hard to be- 
lieve that there are many communities which are so lost 
to civic decency as to reject this appeal. 

Every election furnishes opportunity for the tem- 
perance propaganda. The old speeches and some new 
ones must be presented again and again, lest we forget. 
The public morale must be built up for the last dash 
out over the top, when John Barleycorn shall go down 
in the final defeat. 

The church will lose a big opportunity if it does 
not finally dispose of the temperance question during 
war-time in order to face the new issues of human bet- 
terment that will come after the war. While the big 
offensive is being planned on the state legislature, we 
must harrass the enemy on all of the small sectors and 
wear him down for the day of his utter annihilation. 


The Lenten Evangelism 


follow Jesus Christ. The easiest time is the best 

time. The Easter season, even in communities 
that have little feeling for Lent, furnishes a fine oppor- 
tunity for committing people to the service of the Lord. 
Nature herself inspires religious thoughts in our souls. 
Who does not feel the thrill of the first warm days after 
the long, bitter winter? The soul has its spring time 
along with nature. 

The action of the Bible School department of the 
American Christian Missionary Society in commending 
the idea of pastors’ classes for the instruction of the 
young in the elements of the gospel is timely. The use 
of several booklets for this purpose indicates a rather 
wide-spread practice among the Disciples of conducting 
such classes. They are so much better in every way 


\ NY time of year is the right time to win people to 
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than the old-fashioned “Decision day,” with its emo- 
tional appeal. 

At this season, there will be held special services in 
many churches. The pastor will preach in many 
instances. The Lenten season will help him to find 
again an evangelistic note for the modern message. The 
special meetings will help him as much as they will the 
people. 

There are forty million church members in the 
United States. These figures indicate that there is a 
great host of people who are not members of any church. 
Their hearts have been made serious by the war. They 
are more ready for the harvest now than they have been 
at any time during the past decade. 

The times demand a new evangelistic message. It 
must leave to one side its old-time appeal to self-seek- 
ing motives. We live in a time when the social spirit 
has come to a wonderful expression. Religion must be 
preached to the people with abundant illustration from 
contemporaneous life. Such a presentation can be made 
most effective in breaking down the defences of those 
who before lived cold and selfish lives. 


Lessons on Progress 
(Cmating events in the world’s life show nations 


making great changes. Evolution changes easily 

over into revolution. The sudden cataclysmic 
change is often preferred to the natural growth. The 
trouble with revolutions is that they do not always change 
things permanently. 

A few years ago we all rejoiced at the downfall of 
Abdul Hamid, the despotic Sultan of Turkey. The New 
Turk party was welcomed as the inaugurator of a new 
era. Turk and Armenian, Greek and Bulgar, embraced 
each other on the streets of Constantinople and the millen- 
nium was apparently near at hand. Today the young 
Turk has shown that Abdul Hamid was really an amateur 
in killing Armenians, for three-fourths of that valiant 
people have been killed during the last two years—perhaps 
the greatest slaughter of which human history has record. 
The revolution in Turkey brought neither democracy, 
brotherhood nor justice. The salvation of Turkey is still 
in the future. 

Similarly, we rejoiced at the down-fall of the Czar. 
A republic had been born. Yet in Petrograd today there 
is a more rigid censorship of the press than Nicholas ever 
organized, for the Bolsheviki now control the supply of 
print paper. The prisons have more political offenders in 
them than ever in Nicholas’ reign and the Jane Addams 
of Russia is in prison though a revolutionist. Arbitrary 
power has been succeeded by more arbitrary power. 

We shall not deny that there have been cataclysms in 
history that have contributed to progress, though we 
usually overlook the place of previous evolutionary forces 
in bringing about the result. 

The lessons to the friend of progress in religion are 
obvious. “Not by power nor by might, but by My spirit, 
saith the Lord.” Progress works best by the laws of 
growth. Much can be done to give it direction, and it 
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may be speeded or retarded, but its method is evolution. 
Before the Disciples can have a Martin Luther, they 
must have a renaissance of learning as in ancient times. 
Sunday schools, an educated ministry and free colleges 
must prepare the way for our larger life in the world. 


Billy Sunday in Chicago 


ILLY SUNDAY is in Chicago. There’s not a 
B man, woman or child in this city who does not 
know that he is here. Newspapers for two weeks 
have been anticipating his coming. On the day of his 
arrival he was featured in the city press as Roosevelt 
might have been in the height of a presidential cam- 
paign. And on Monday morning the papers gave three 
and four columns to his first Sunday sermons, with illus- 
trations and feature articles. 
The vast tabernacle on the Lake Front was not 
large enough to hold the throngs at any of the three 
The evangelist is a 
With but one week’s 
rest between his Washington meeting and this, he 
preached three sermons last Sunday in any one of 


services on the opening Sunday. 
miracle of physical endurance. 


which he spent enough vitality to exhaust any ordinary 
human. His voice, while not quite so vibrant as in 
earlier years, was not so frayed as might have been 
expected. 

Instead of moderating the vocabulary which has 
made him famous, Mr. Sunday seems to have grown 
even more profane and coarse with the years. Those 
who were acquainted with his language twenty years 
and ten years ago may expect new shocks to their 
sensibilities by his present mode of speech. 

There are about 300 churches co-operating in the 
meeting. All the co-operating churches of the North 
Side closed last Sunday. Next Sunday it will be the 
West Side churches, and the following Sunday the 
South Side that will close. This rotation will continue 
during the ten weeks’ meeting. There is a considerable 
‘group of churches not explicitly co-operating, but no 
opposition seems to be in evidence. 


The April Drive 


HE April drive of the Men and Millions Move- 

ment will carry the financial campaign of this 

novement to the rank and file of the church. The 
smaller givers have been debarred from the movement 
so long as it talked of a minimum of five hundred dol- 
lars as a pledge. The movement is not to be criticized 
cn that account for men and women of greater wealth 
need to save their souls through sacrifice. But now we 
are to have a campaign of giving in which every man 
and woman of the church may find a place. 
There is also a new breadth in this program. In 
old there strong educational 
message but with a strange discrimination against ad- 
vanced study as represented by the Disciples’ Divinity 


the campaign was a 


House, the one institution of graduate study among the 
Disciples. In the new campaign, the money will be 
used for the well-known objects of the Men and Mil- 
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lions Movement when not designated, but we are in- 
formed that there is now entire freedom in the designa- 
tion of gifts. It will furnish opportunity for those who 
believe that the old plan was not broad enough to 
remedy some of its defects at least. In Chicago, the 
churches have been encouraged ‘to turn in the offerings 
of the April drive to the support of the Chicago Chris- 
tian Missionary Society. 

The war has created new emergencies for the 
church. The Foreign Christian Missionary Society is 
now cabling Buenos Aires to try to secure the flour 
for the African missionaries which has been denied 
them in this country. Alteration in exchange rates 
will cost the society fifty thousand dollars additional 
this year. In the home field, the care of the soldiers 
and sailors places new duties and responsibilities upon 
the churches. 

Like all other phases of the Men and Millions 
Movement, this drive will go forward under the motive 
power of religious conviction. Each state will have 
a big central meeting for preachers and leading laymen, 
the expenses of the former being paid. This central 
meeting will generate the spiritual enthusiasm which 
will lead to effective county organization for the pur- 
pose of the drive. 

We have had many calls this year, but God has 
opened many hard hearts with the sword of war, and 
still the resources of our people have been only lightly 
touched. 


The Disciples Congress 


O service of the Disciples’ Congress was held last 

year, a fact which left in the pathway of 1917 a 

barren place where in the eighteen years before 
had been an oasis of fellowship and enlightenment. 
Now comes the announcement from Secretary Lumley 
that this omission will not occur in 1918, but that the 
Congress will be held in Indianapolis, April 10-12. Dr. 
Lumley further sets forth a program that for vitality, 
timeliness and authority has not been surpassed in the 
congressional gatherings of any previous year. 

The attendance at the Congress has always been 
mainly local, that is, within a radius of 200 miles of the 
place of meeting, but there have always been a few 
eager souls who have come long distances to enjoy the 
gathering. A local attendance at Indianapolis, how- 
ever, partakes of a certain national character, on ac- 
count of the conspicuous churches and colleges and 
missionary societies whose leaders are within a stone’s 
throw of that city. With such a program as has been 
announced, and such a personnel as the location ensures, 
it will amply repay anyone to travel from a great dis- 
tance to share the joys of the three days. 

In these times of flux and confusion of mind there 
is no more important institution among us than the 
Congress. Here we find a free forum for the expression 
of those ideas which must find expression if an intelli- 
gent body of opinion is to grow up among us. And our 
future character as a people depends absolutely upon 
this growth of an adequate and vital body of opinion. 
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The Dummy Organ Pipe 


A Parable of Safed the Sage 


OW it came to pass as I journeyed, that I came 
N upon a Great Church, which the Builders were 

making Greater. And they pulled down a cer- 
tain portion of the Wall, and builded it Westward, and 
they removed the Organ, and builded one Greater. Now, 
the Organ that had been within the church had been 
sweet of tone, but it was deemed Too Small, and, more- 
over, it had grown Rickety, so that it Creaked, and 
Squawked, and did those things which it Ought Not 
to have done, and left undone the Things which it Ought 
to have done. Wherefore they removed it. But the 
Pipes therein were still good, and they Saved them with 
Care, to be builded into another and a Greater Organ. 

Now, the old Organ had never been so great as it 
seemed, but had been Builded into a Larger Space than 
it could Occupy. And one-half of the Pipes in the Front 
Row were Real Pipes and the other half were Dummies. 
And the organ had stood for forty years, and no man 
sitting in front of it could have told that Half the Pipes 
were Dummies, nor could he have told which were the 
Real Pipes, and which were the Dummies. 

But when the Organ was removed, the Real Pipes 
were Packed with Care, and sent away to a Great Fac- 
tory, there to be Rebuilded into some other Organ. 
But the Dummy Pipes, some larger and some smaller, 
were cast into the junk to be hauled away into the 
Valley of Hinnom, which same is a valley outside the 
city gates, like unto that which near Jerusalem is called 
Hell, where the worm dieth not, because it feedeth ever 
upon refuse, and the fire is not quenched, because ever 
they haul to it more junk. 

Now as the Dummy Pipes waited for the coming of 
the Hoky-Poky Man, to haul them to the Valley of 
Hinnom, one of the workmen took the largest of the 
pipes, which was Twelve Cubits long, and was like unto 
a Real Pipe which might have given forth the tone of 
Middle C in the Open Diapason, but which had never 
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Success 


By Thomas Curtis Clark 


E has not failed, 
H Who has not feared nor quailed ; 
Who by the truth made strong, 
Has battled hard and long 
Against the forms of wrong 
That lurk in self or state. 
His is a service great, 
Though none may know his name; 
He needs no laureled fame! 
He boasts a fairer prize: 
Before God’s righteous eyes 
He did the best he knew, 
Nor was to truth untrue. 


—Sunpbay ScHOOL TIMES. 
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given forth a tone, for it was a Dummy. And the Work- 
man took it, and placed it at the end of a Sewer Pipe, 
for the same had been broken apart in the building; yet 
the Sewer was still in use in the older part of the Sanc- 
tuary, but there was need for certain days that a Tem- 
porary Pipe should be placed there, lest the Filth should 
Run out in the place where workmen wrought; and there 
was more work that had to be done before the Plumbers 
could make the Sewer Connection. So I came and be- 
held, and Lo, the Beautiful Pipe, that was Twelve 
Cubits in Length, and Half a Cubit broad, was in use 
as a drain for the Drainage of Filth. 

And I was displeased, and I sought out the Master 
of the Workmen, and I said, What do ye, defiling a 
Pipe that hath had its place in the Organ? Surely ye 
have done an Unholy thing! 

And he said, That pipe is doing good service, and 
it had been thrown away, and it was good for nothing 
else. Wherefore should we spend money and have the 
work delayed, to buy a Pipe when here is one at our 
Hand that is Big Enough, and Long enough for our 
needs? 

Nay, said I, but not this Pipe. For this hath had its 
part in the Worship of the House of God; and even 
though it be cast aside I would have it treated Rever- 
ently. 

But the Master of the Workmen spake to me 
sternly, and he said, Business is Business. Take heed 
to thy Preaching and I will attend to my Building. We 
must use what Material we can from the Old Building 
to save us Money on the New. For what with the High 
Cost of Living, and the peril of Strikes, it is hard enough 
to pay Expenses as it is. 

Then said I, Lo, I am a poor man, yet will I pay 
for a Sheet Iron Pipe for that place, that a Thing be not 
Defiled with Filth that hath had a place in the worship 
of God. 

But the Master Builder said to me, Keep thy Money, 
and be not too free with it. As for the Pipe, trouble not 
thyself. Forty years it stood in the House of God, 
falsely proclaiming itself to give forth sweet Music, and 
it gave none. This is the first time since it was made 
that it hath ever been of Any Use under Heaven. Let 
it be used for the One Thing it is good for, and then let 
it go with the Junk. 

Then I went my way, and I meditated, and I said, 
Lo, this is the portion of the Hypocrite; for though he 
stand in his place in the House of God for Forty years, 
yet at the end shall he appear as a Hollow Mockery, and 
God shall find for him whatever Place he still can be of 
use, but it may not be a Pleasant Occupation. 

And many times thereafter I thought about the 
Dummy Organ Pipe, and the Dummy Christian, And I 
said, Lo, if it must be that any man whose life was 
a Sham shall go to the Valley of the Sons of Hinnom. 
the ways of the Lord are just and righteous altogether. 

But I remembered that the Dummy Pipe was 
Decorated with Gold Leaf, and it was good to look 
upon. And I sorrowed at the base use to which it was 
put. But I could not deny that It was useful at the end. 

And I considered these things. 








quite the same intimate relationship with people as 

has the pastor. The intimacy increases with the 
years. The joys of the people are his, also their sorrows. 
He thinks of himself as belonging to the people. The 
independent pastor is an exception. The salary, the 
outlook for his family, the reputation he may be making 
or not making are all subordinated in his mind to his 
love for his “handful.” The sorrows that at times pile 
up in the homes of his people are depressing, over- 
whelming, but for the note of optimism he hears in his 
Christian faith. Others may dwell long with their grief, 
but he must continually be ready to cheer. To com- 
fort is probably the first function of the pastor. Like 
all other attainments, ability to give comfort is costly. 
Mere words will not carry far. There must be vital 
faith and sympathy back of all pastoral ministrations. 
The pulpit is a reflection of the joys and sorrows, faith 
and doubt, failures and successes, sins and goodness of 
all the lives of the parish. The minister seeks to train 
and guide the young, to encourage the faltering, to ex- 
hort the sinful and hesitant, to win to Christ the non- 
confessor and to inspire all. 


| T is not easy to close a pastorate. No other man has 


THE UPWARD MINISTRY 


The Scotch divines used to talk of the “outward” 
and “upward” ministry. I like the term “upward,” for 
it expresses what every minister is trying to do for all 
those in his charge. If the pastor’s work were simply 
outward or extensive—in gathering or counting num- 
bers—it would be easier than it is. After people are 
in the church membership the problem of ministering 
to them continues to be difficult and as varied as is hu- 
man life itself. 

To leave a church in which all the relationships 
have been those of spiritual nearness and endearment 
is indeed like breaking home ties. When the sugges- 
tion of removal first comes to one’s mind it wears the 
aspect of suspicion, of stealth, almost of sin. To harbor 
a thought of leaving one’s church family, unknown to 
its members, seems sly and unmanly. You push the 
unholy suggestion from you. But there is the call. It 
is from another church. It demands an answer. One 
good old elder whose preacher had been called by an- 
other church prayed in the prayer-meeting that the 
Lord would remove from that sister church the spirit 
of covetousness. No fine way has yet been discovered 
for one church to secure the pastor of another. All 
methods seem to have their objection. Covetousness 
has many subtle ways. The elder may have been right. 
Certainly his prayer would not be amiss if applied 
to some churches. 





TELLING THE CONGREGATION FAREWELL 





How do ministers tell their congregations of the 
call and the decision? When the time comes to leave 


Closing a Pastorate 


By George A. Campbell 


how do they pass their last few days? Do they let their 
emotions have full play or do they suppress them? 
When they come to the last sermon do they make their 
words personal or impersonal? Do they have in mind 
chiefly their own relationships or the church and the 
work that goes on, that must go on? 

“The king is dead, long live the king”! 

Doubtless we cannot be altogether impersonal. Life 
is personal and the church is built around emotions. 
Generally speaking, the minister who is best loved best 
dispenses the gospel. Still, it is probably better in a 
large degree to curb one’s emotions. Men in middle 
life and those older will do so, because it comes in the 
later years to be too great a tax if emotions go unre- 
strained; and besides experience teaches them that the 
successor has rights and should not be handicapped in 
the beginning of his ministry because the people give 
too much attention to him who is leaving. 

During the last days of a pastorate the minister’s 
mind will dwell much upon his successes and failures. 
Doubtless no minister ever left a pastorate without the 
consciousness deep down in his soul that he had failed 
to reach in any spiritual way many people under his 
charge. The joy that comes from success is always 
limited by this feeling of having failed in many respects. 


THE STORY OF CLOSING DAYS 


The story of the closing days of pastorates has 
never been adequately written, so far as I know, by 
anyone in our Disciples brotherhood. It would indeed 
make interesting reading. The story should be true to 
facts no matter what they are, interpreted, of course, by 
a discerning soul. These names come to my mind: W. 
T. Moore, H. O. Breeden, J. N. Gilbert, J. Z. Tyler, B. 
B. Tyler, W. B. Craig, M. E. Dutt, I. N. McCash, P. J. 
Rice, Finis Idleman, F. W. Burnham, B. A. Abbott, 
John L. Brandt, J. W. Allen, A. C. Smither, the Phil- 
putts, Carey E. Morgan, Levi Marshall, C. H. Winders 
and scores of others. 

It would be most interesting to know how these 
men closed pastorates, and how they began pastorates. 
I would like to know the fine art of quitting. I have 
left two pastorates of some length. In my second leav- 
ing I reversed my first plan. If there is a third way I 
will probably choose it the next time. Doubtless the 
breaking of the ties is what leaves the void. No matter 
how it is done, the ache must come. 

There are three experiences in the life of a congre- 
gation in which the minister comes very near to the 
hearts of his people. One is in confession and baptism, 
one in marriage and the other in loss by death. Some 
day we may make more of the birth of a life and of an 
immortal life. 


“God said upon the hour when I was born, 
Another soul shall be, 

And the great maker did not scorn 
Out of himself to fashion me.” 
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Are you a parent? Do you remember when you 
were first a father or mother? The child was all right, 
flesh of your flesh, soul of your soul! What a new joy! 
“Our Father,” had to you a newer and deeper meaning. 
God is saving this world jargely through babies and 
parents. We should help to serve him in the days when 
hearts are particularly open. 

“He married me.” “He baptized me.” “He con- 
ducted the funeral of my mother.” We have heard these 
phrases again and again. The words come a little 
quicker and the eyes are a little brighter, indicating that 
in the heart of the person is a peculiar esteem for that 
particular minister. 


REASONS FOR CHANGING PASTORATES 


There are various reasons for changing pastorates. 
I pass over the unpleasant ones, except for a word. 
Some must be short, because the minister lacks prepara- 
tion. He cannot long continue to feed the flock. Some 
are brief because of disharmony, lack of sympathy on 
the part of the congregation or a part of it—sometimes 
a very small part. In most churches it takes the opposi- 
tion of only two or three aggressive individuals to make 
a minister’s stay with a church very brief and very un- 
pleasant and very unprofitable. In these days many 
churches are closing their pastorates and leaving the 
ministry for business. The lure of the commercial world 
is now very great. Here is a story for a long article or 
several articles. 

There is one cause of the termination of pastorates 
of which I have often thought, and have always thought 
with the greatest sympathy. I refer to sickness. To 
be compelled at the height of one’s power and useful- 
ness to retire because the body cannot support the soul 
of dream and vision—well, I cannot imagine what grace 
I would need to give me poise for such an experience. 
My brother minister, if you have sheathed the sword of 
the Lord, so far as the ministry is concerned, because of 
ill health, all within me goes out to you in prayer and 
sympathy. When I think of friends who have been 
compelled to give up the pulpit and the pastorate on 
account of sickness and I run on to such a sentence as 
this from Brierley, “J. B.,” I can scarcely keep back the 
tears: “Belham ministry closed through ill health. 
Built a church, filled it. Left everything in prosperous 
condition, thank God, and with unbroken friendship and 
esteem.” It is difficult to leave in the hey-day of 
strength. 


ALL PASTORS FAIL SOMEWHERE 


Why do other ministers change? Well, they them- 
selves may not know. Perhaps the work and sorrow of 
their parish are wearing them out. Perhaps they feel 
that a new minister may succeed with some persons with 
whom they have failed. Ah! one of the pleasures in a 
pastorate is to see individuals grow spiritually. But 
there are others who do not so develop. Little by little 
they slip back. The minister thinks of them in the night 
time. They are ever with him, bringing a haunting 
sense of something lacking in himself or his message. 
Was there ever a pastor who lost none? Happy pastor! 
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Even Jesus was not in that class. It is hard to spirit- 
ualize some members, even some church officers. 

Perhaps the pastor moves to another field for the 
sake of. his children. Perhaps he feels that he needs a 
new challenge to keep him at his best. Perhaps he has 
formulated that principle which most ministers have 
accepted, that the field in which he will have the great- 
est influence is the field in which God wants him to 
work. Somebody has said that the church is a force 
and not a field; but we can scarcely get along without 
the term “field.” 

Have you read the life of Robertson of Irvine? If 
not, read it. He was called to Glasgow. After re- 
counting the advantages of the Glasgow church to one 
of his elders, the latter said, “But there is one draw- 
back.” “And what is that?” asked Robertson. The 
elder replied, “There are no poor in the Glasgow 
church.” The salary was to be threefold what the 
Irvine church paid. Robertson remained in Irvine. 
No one can question the honesty and sincerity of his 
decision. I believe whether ministers go or stay their 
decisions are usually as sincere as that of Robertson. 


St. Louis, Mo. 





Till America Comes 
By Fred B. Pitney 


The writer of this article has just returned from the seat 
of war where he has been ever since the outbreak of hostili- 
ties as chief correspondent for the New York Tribune, first 
in London and later in Paris. 


O NE afternoon in Paris there came into my home 


one of the most miserable and unhappy looking 
men I have ever seen. His eyes were haggard. 


He seemed to be looking over his 


His jaw dropped. 
shoulder all the time for something that followed him. 


“Why, Andre,” I said. 
What is wrong with you?” 

“Oh, monsieur,” he replied. “My lieutenant! I 
have brought home his property, his few little things, 
to his family. Oh, Monsieur, when will the Americans 
come !” 

There was little that I could say to comfort the 
poor boy. The first Liberty Loan had not then been 
offered to the American public. It was not possible to 
say what America would do, or when. 

The situation was difficult. One does not like to 
talk to a man when he is weary and broken. One 
would rather wait until he has recovered that sang froid 
which is characteristic of the French soldier. 

My wife came in, fortunately, and to her Andre 
could talk more freely. 

“My lieutenant,” he said. “He was more than my 
officer. He was my friend. And he has been killed. 
The shell took him and it did not take me. I was by his 
side, and the shell took him, and now, I have to bring 
back his little belongings, the things that were in the 
pockets of his uniform, to his mother. And I have to 


“What has happened? 
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go to her and tell her about it. It is terrible, Madame. 
It is terrible.” 

Little by little we extracted the story from him. 

Let me tell you, first, the story of Andre himself, 
and then you will understand better this story of his 
officer, the young lieutenant, who was killed by his 
side, and why it affected Andre so deeply. 

When the war broke out, Andre Bourdet was 
twenty years old and was doing his military service, the 
three years of training that all French boys at that time 
had to do. His home was out northeast of Paris, on the 
plains of Picardy, and he had elected to go into rail- 
roading, taking up telegraphy. But when the time came 
for him to go into the army, no questions were asked as 
to who he was or what he had done. He became a part 
of the army, that was all, and shouldered a rifle in that 
corps that has since become so famous—The Iron 
Corps, the 35th, whose glories will be sung whenever 
Verdun and the Somme are mentioned. 

Then came the war. And they found out very 
quickly that Andre was a telegrapher, and not only a 
telegrapher but that he had been much interested in 
wireless telegraphy and understood that, also. So 
Andre was attached to the intelligence bureau and it 
was his business to lie in shell pits near the batteries 
and listen to the reports of the aeroplane observers sent 
by wireless and tell the artillerymen where to send their 
next shells. 


THE STORY OF ANDRE 


But what, in the meantime, became of his family, 


his father and mother, his two little sisters and his 
grandmother? While Andre fought, the German hordes 
swept down across France and took in their embrace 
those fair fields of Picardy where lay Andre’s home. 

It was at this time that I met him. And it was in 
this wise. Our nurse—there are many of such tales in 
France—was the widow of a French soldier. She had 
been married the month before the war broke out and 
her husband had been killed in the second month of the 
struggle. It took her fifteen months to make sure that 
her husband was dead, and then she got a letter from 
his lieutenant. The letter said that the lieutenant had 
knelt with his knee on the body of the dead soldier and 
fired at the advancing Germans with the soldier’s rifle. 

Our nurse was from the same tiny Picardy village 
as Andre and on one of his rare visits to Paris Andre 
came to our house to see Lucienne. 

It was so that we came to know Andre. We heard 
a strange voice in the kitchen and we went to see who 
it was. Andre was there. We heard his story. It was 
enough. In the midst of war little is required to make 
friends—friends that last a lifetime. Afterward our 
house was “la maison” for Andre. He came to us as 
to his own house. 

I am telling you this story as I think of it—as it 
comes back to me. Disconnected? Yes, I know it is. 
But what does that matter? It is the story of my boy, 
Andre. 

There are many stories I might tell you of Andre. 
One of them is of that time at Maurepas, in the great 
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battle of the Somme, when he was bringing up supplies 
for his little wireless station, and a German shell killed 
the horse that was pulling his little cart and threw Andre 
out in the mud. And Andre, with the shells falling 
around him, crawled around on his knees until he had 
found all the boxes of supplies, and then lay all night 
in a shell hole with the boxes grouped around him until 
day came and he could see to continue on the road to the 
front. 2 

And I could tell you of that other day near the 
Chemin des Dames, when Andre saw a whole convoy 
engulfed in the great cavity made by a German “420” 
shell. He helped to build the wooden bridge that 
crossed the grave of his comrades and then carried his 
own supplies across the bridge. 


A CHILD MAKING WAR! 


This is all the life of Andre, but I like to think of 
him as the boy who first came to my house three years 
ago. He was blonde and gentle, soft-cheeked and soft- 
voiced. Only a child—and making war. 

That is what war does. 

And I watched him age in the terrible months that 
followed. 

When I saw him last, he was an old, old man. He 
had been again to the little Picardy village of his boy- 
hood. The Germans had been forced to give it up and 
Andre had been given leave to go home—home and see 
his family. 

He found his mother and his two small sisters, one 
fourteen and the other seven, sitting beside a cellar that 
the advancing French armies had stopped long enough 
to roof over. His father was little more than forty years 
old. So the Germans had kept him. His grandmother 
was not yet sixty. So the Germans had kept her. But 
as his oldest sister was only fourteen, the mother had 
been left behind with the two children. Before the Ger- 
mans left, Andre’s mother had watched them with a big 
iron shod tree trunk swung between two cart wheels — 
batter down the walls of all the houses in the village. 
And the German troops went away, leaving Mme. Bour- 
det with her two children sitting beside a cellar heaped 
with wreckage. 

“Come to Paris with me,” said Andre. 

“No,” his mother replied. “This is my home. I 
will stay bere. It must be ready for your father and 
his mother, when they come back. You go and fight.” 

So Andre stayed his brief seven days and renewed 
acquaintance with his family. The older sister knew 
him, but the little one almost had forgotten him in the 
three years she had passed in the midst of the German 
army. Andre told us she continually wondered why he 
had changed so. He was no longer the big brother 
with whom she had played, but a strange man come to 
see her mother. She wanted to call him “Monsieur.” 

It was the change that my wife and I had seen in 
Andre. He had aged terribly. From the boy Andre, 
we had first known, he had become Monsieur. 

This is all part of the story of the lieutenant, if you 
can see it so. They were two boys together, one hardly 
older than the other. And they lived together and 
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worked together and played together. They came to 
Paris together. When the boy lieutenant had supplies 
to get in Paris, he brought the boy soldier with him. 
Andre came to our house—la maison—and the lieuten- 
ant went to his family. 

Through three terrible years of war Andre had two 
friends—his lieutenant and ourselves. 


“AU REVOIR” 


Then came the battle for the Chemin des Dames, 
and the 35th Corps—the Iron Corps—was sent to take 
its part. Andre and his lieutenant went, of course. For 
days and weeks they lay out in the open, taking such 
shelter as could be found in shell holes, while they kept 
their little wireless apparatus working and told the 
artillery what the aeroplanes had to say. They were 
under a constant and terrific bombardment. There was 
no moment, night or day, when shells were not bursting 
all around them. 

And the shell came that killed the lieutenant—one 
of Andre’s two friends. He was killed by the boy’s 
side and his blood spattered the boy’s coat. 

It was then that Andre said, “Oh, Monsieur, when 
will the Americans come!” 

I see him now, with his hollow eyes, and his face 
piteous and pleading. 

We sent him to his mother, to spend a few days 
with her and draw again from her the inspiration of 
those brave women of France, who have endured so 
much and still endure. And he came back, to return to 
the front, and do again the duty he had done so nobly 
through more than three years of the terrible struggle. 

But on the night that he left, the boy, for he was 
still a boy, despite the age that had come on his face, 
“missed” the train and came back to spend one more 
night at “la maison.” We said goodbye to him and he 
went away, and we went out. But when we came back, 
Andre was waiting at the door. 

“Who knows,” he said. “It is, perhaps, the last 
time I shall see you.” 

The next morning he left us very early. 
a littlke—we all gulped—as we shook hands. 

“Au revoir,” we said, “Bonne chance.” 

“Au revoir,” said Andre. “A la bonne heure.” 


He gulped 





A Christian’s Creed of Patriotism 
By Daniel A. Poling 


country. I believe in my fellow-man. I believe 

that Religion and Patriotism are brothers and that 
brotherhood is divine. 

I believe that Jehovah is the final arbiter of civili- 
zation, that he alone has the measure for this colossal 
mistake, and that Jesus is the world’s only sufficient 
Saviour. 


| BELIEVE. I believe in God. I believe in my 
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I believe that Christianity has not failed; that its 
Christ is, and that its programme will be, adequate for 
today. 

I believe that the Carpenter of Nazareth is the com- 
rade of all toilers, that “the Man of Sorrows” is the 
friend of man, and that his spirit is the dynamic of 
social justice. 
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I believe that the liquor traffic is traitor to the state 
and a challenge to the church, that America safe is 
America sober, that the kingdom of heaven can not 
come in until the saloon has gone out, and that the 
children of King Jesus are the divinely appointed execu- 
tioners of King Alcohol. 

I believe that woman is in all things the fit mate of 
man, that the next step forward in government is her 
political emancipation, and that the ballot will be a 
weapon of uplift and freedom in the brave hands of the 
mothers of men. 


I believe in myself, in my personal responsibility. 
I believe that by the measure of my strength I am 
accountable for the evil things that are, that to the 
utmost of my powers I am charged with the better 
things that are to be. 

I believe in the coming together of those who are 
of like conviction; in the federation of those whose 
hearts beat in the same high key of Christian faith and 
social ministry. I believe that division is disaster, that 
unbrotherliness is waste, that waste is crime, and that 
Christian union will be omnipotent. , 

I believe in loyalty to the “Stars and Stripes,” loy- 
alty “utter, irrevocable, inviolate.” I believe that the 
essence of loyalty is service and that sacrifice is the 
spirit of victory. 

I believe in no song of hate; I believe that for a 
clean cause I must give without rancor clean hands and 
a clean life. 

I believe—I believe that my nation is brother to 
the nations; that this war is not for us, but for all, an 
interracial ministry, an international Calvary. 


I believe—I believe that our sons who offer up their 
lives upon the fields of Flanders, by the lilies of France, 
shall not die in vain; that we must serve the world to 
save America; and that “government of the people, by 
the people, for the people, shall not perish from the 
earth.” 

I believe—I believe in Christian Endeavor, that for 
such a time as this the young people’s movement has 
come to the Kingdom, and that under God the future 
of the United Society is to be more fruitful than her 
glorious past. 

Thou Father of us all, omniscient, omnipotent, in 
whose sight a thousand years are but as yesterday and 
as a watch in the night, “Help me in my ignorance and 
frailty to MAKE REAL WHAT I BELIEVE.” 
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A Department of Interdenominational Acquaintance 


Home Missions Council Plans 
More Aggressive Work 


HE Home Missions Council, constituted by the evan- 
Testa denominations through their national Boards and 
Societies, has taken advance ground in Home Mission 
activity. It has established headquarters at 156 Fifth Avenue, 
New York City, and equipped an office 
for service. It has elected Rev. Alfred 
Williams Anthony, D. D., for many 
years active in federation Home Mission 
movements as Executive Secretary. He 
has accepted and will enter on his work 
immediately. A definite and compre- 
* hensive program has been agreed upon, 
which it is believed will give the Home 
Mission work of all the denominations 
the eminence in co-operative plans and 
service which these crucial days insist- 
ently demand. This program will soon 
be announced and will, it is thought, en- 
list the active co-operation of all branches of our common 
Christianity. Thus is the war bringing about at least some 
very desirable results. 


Rev. O. F. Jordan 


Methodists Give Liberally to Missions 


The Methodist Episcopal church, the northern branch of 
Methodists, has had a great year of missionary achievement, 
as shown in the year book just published. The total offerings 
to missions were nearly eight millions. Three million dollars 
was the offering of the churches for foreign missions. The 
denomination had a four per cent gain in membership last 
year, which was the largest in recent years. This means a 
membership increase of 150,000. 


Hunting a Successor For Dr. Jowett 


Dr. Jowett is leaving New York this month, after having 
delayed his going from time to time. The committee is hav- 
ing a difficult time deciding upon a successor. It is said that 
a number of the most eminent ministers in America have 
been considered, among them “Billy” Sunday, Dr. John 
Timothy Stone, Dr. S. Parkes Cadman and Dr. Robert E. 
Speer. Just now the preponderance of sentiment is said to 
point in the direction of Professor Harry Emerson Fosdick, 
perhaps more widely known as an author than as a preacher. 


Episcopalians Commune With Congregationalists 


The fuel shortage compelled the Congregational and the 
Episcopalian churches in Chatham, New Jersey, to hold joint 
services. The first Sunday in February a remarkable service 
was held in St. Paul’s church, Episcopal. The members of the 
Congregational church were invited to the communion table. 
Every seat in the church was filled. The sermon was preached 
by Rev. Laurens H. Seelye, his sermon dealing with the 
significance of the communion in war-time. People living in 
high-church dioceses will realize to the full the character of 
this innovation. 


Congregational Men Going Overseas 


All of our great evangelical denominations are contribut- 
ing their part to the great war, but few city ministries have 
given more than that of New Haven, Conn. Another pastor 
from New Haven has been appointed for Y. M. C. A. over- 
seas work, Rev. Harry R. Miles of Dwight Place Church, 
who is at Camp Devens, Ayer, Mass., prior to sailing. This 
makes six Congregational ministers from New Haven sched- 
uled for Y. M. C. A. work abroad. The others are Rev. O. E. 
Maurer of First, Rev. O. A. Petty of Plymouth, Rev. H. E. 


Starr of Pilgrim and Rev. P. M. Rose of the Italian Church— 
these already “over there”; and Rev. R. M. Houghton who 
sails early in April. 


Americans Scoop English on News 


Some English churchmen have confessed that their first 
knowledge of the coming of the Archbishop of York to 
America was through the American religious press. The story 
of the conversion of this Scotch law student to the work of 
the Christian ministry is very interesting. He has risen step 
by step until he is now one of the most influential churchmen 
in England. His appearance in America will attract wide at- 
tention, for a visit by an archbishop is not common. 


Big Cities Given Mission Propaganda 


The American Board has sent out a deputation to visit 
the leading cities of the land in behalf of foreign mission 
work. In Chicago the meeting was held in connection with 
the Congregational Club and was the largest in the history 
of the organization. The personnel of the deputation was 
President Edward C. Moore, Secretary Edward Lincoln Smith 
and Rev. Wynn C. Fairfield. They have already visited Cleve- 
land, Detroit, Chicago, Milwaukee, Boston and New York. 


Council of Cities Will Meet 


The problem of city evangelization is now being given 
more serious consideration by the Methodists than by any 
other American denomination. The second meeting of their 
Council of Cities will be held in Baltimore, Md., April 26-28. 
Rev. J. St. Clair Neal is the executive secretary of the or- 
ganization. Both the representatives of the home missionary 
society of the denomination and of the various city mis- 
sionary societies will form the gathering. Among the themes 
discussed will be “The Relation of the Survey to the Church 
Program for Today,” and “What Shall be the After-War 
Program for our City Churches?” 


Knights of King Arthur Celebrate 


On February 11, a great boy’s organization celebrated 
its twenty-fifth anniversary. The Knights of King Arthur 
organization was founded by Rev. William Byron Forbush, 
in Providence, R. I., and since then it has spread all over the 
country. There are 3,200 Castles and in these are gathered 
130,000 boys. Loyalty, chivalry and service are the watc4- 
words of the order. There are three degrees, like those of a 
secret Order, the last conferred after the boy enters the 
church. Mr. Bliss Forbush, son of the founder, is head of 
the Order. 


Will Russelism Split? 


When a religious autocracy loses its autocrat there often 
ensues a time of anarchy. The death of “Pastor” Russell has 
brought on a contest among the Russellites as to his suc- 
cessor in the International Bible Students’ Association. Be- 
fore “Pastor” Russell's death, Jwige Rutherford, of Missouri, 
was prominent in the movement. Since the death of Mr. 
Russell, the Judge has published a seventh book in the series 
of “The Divine Plan of the Ages.” It is supposed to be a 
manuscript of Mr. Russell that has been edited, but certain 
members opposed to the leadership of Judge Rutherford in- 
sinuate that Mr. Russell never saw the manuscript. 


Dr. Speer Is Criticised 
As Unpatriotic 

Secretary Robert E. Speer spoke at Columbia University 
recently and he has been widely criticised for supposedly un- 
patriotic utterances. Those who heard the speech declare 
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that Dr. Speer dealt with our sins without reference to the 
war situation and his remarks were misumierstood as un- 
patriotic. Dr. Driver, of the Methodist church, got into 
trouble in a teacher’s institute in Iowa for alleged unpatriotic 
utterances, but he declares his undying opposition to the 
Kaiser and all his ways. These are evidences of a certain 
nervousness and excitability which characterize public opinion 
at this time. 


Use Newspapers at Prayer-Meeting 


The old mid-week meeting is being transformed in va- 
rious ways, but none is more interesting than that in the 
Capitol Heights Presbyterian church, Denver. Here the 
pastor, Dr. L. C. Hills, has introduced the custom of reading 
the newspapers in prayermeeting, with comment on any news 
connected with the coming of the kingdom. The departments 
in the church press devoted to interdenominational activities 
have been much used. 


Orvis F. Jorpan. 





Church Leaders Discuss War 


Problems 


6é E ARE dealing with the life and blood issues of 
We church of today,” said Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
Chairman of the General War-Time Commission 
of the Churches, in his opening address before the all-day 
meeting of the Commission, on Washington’s birthday, in 
New York City. This Commission, which was appointed by 
the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America, cor- 
relates the work of more than twenty denominational war-time 
commissions, The dominant note of the meeting was the plea 
for a united Christian church which would sink factional dif- 
ferences and present a solid front for action in the present 
crisis, 

Dr. Speer reviewed the favorable and unfavorable elements 
in the present situation as they affected the interests of the 
church. He declared that the church in America might well 
congratulate itself that the nation had been led into the war 
with the highest motives and that public sentiment and army 
practice concerning social vice and the use of liquor were at 
such a high level. The attitude of the soldiers toward religion 
and the increasing co-operation between denominations were 
hopeful signs. Among the unfavorable elements, Dr. Speer 
mentioned the sterilization of men’s minds under military dis- 
cipline, the cost and hindrance of church division, the existing 
moral torpor and the consequent danger to religion and the 
Christian church, 

Other speakers were Dr. Henry Sloane Coffin, Dr. Arthur 
J. Brown, Bishop Luther B. Wilson, Dr. J. Ross Stevenson, 
Dr. Frank Mason North, president of the Federal Council, and 
Dr. William Adams Brown, Secretary of the Commission. 

In opening the discussion of the fundamental issues which 
the church is facing, Dr. North declared that the church today 
had not yet fully caught the significance of the present social 
movement. Recent events in Russia and the undercurrents of 
thought in other lands showed that there was a tremendous 
movement going on in the minds and hearts of men who are 
seeking to attain the rights which they feel are given to them 
by their very nature as sons of God. The church must no 
longer sidestep a problem which it has considered chiefly in 
theory and without a full sense of the sacrifice which follow- 
ing the whole program of Jesus demands. Above all, it must 
not lose sight of the fact that its faith was not in a system of 
truth or a mode of practice or a type of organization, but in 
a Lord living and present. Dr. North added that the time 
had come for each denomination within the church to consider 
about its own hearthstone how far the things which it had 
deemed its peculiar possession were really essential and 
whether in the new fires of the time the barriers that separate 
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denomination from denomination might not be burned away. 

The concluding address by Dr. William Adams Brown, 
Secretary of the Commission, set forth “The Way Out.” After 
asserting the principles for which the church stands and the 
need of their application to the social and international world, 
Dr. Brown urged that the church first of all test herself by 
these principles. “Clearly, if we are to meet the issues of the 
new world, we must meet them together. A united world 
requires a united church. The repentance which we preach to 
others we must practice ourselves. We are moving toward 
Passion Week, with its reminder of the cost, but, above all, of 
the triumph of love. In the weeks to come we shall be much 
in prayer. Let us try to make our prayer definite. As we ask 
God for victory of the cause to which we are committed, let 
us ask him first of all that this cause be triumphant within 
ourselves. Confessing with shame the sins of our past, our 
narrow vision, our unhappy divisions, let us pray him to make 
us one in his spirit, an instrument which he can use for the 
1.cemption of the world.” 


Books 


Tue ReMAKING oF Cuina. By Adolf S. Waley—The events 
in China for the pa’t three years have been sufficiently imposing 
to have made world news had not the war kept the front pages 
filled. This well-made little volume is a cogent and most readable 
account of the events from the days of the Boxer outbreak up to 
the ascendency of Yuan Shi Kai, and thus an excellent introduction 
to current history in the great, new republic. It is concise in state- 
ment and clears the major events from the mass of minor hap- 
penings. Chinese history is made to read like the history we 
know. (E. P. Dutton, New York, $1.00.) 





St. Paut tHe Hero. By Rufus M. Jones—A well-written story 
of the great Apostle for reading to and by children. It is human, 
real and dramatic, but not over pious or goody-goody. Paul is 
made a hero such as children love, but the author keeps to history 
instead of writing a novel. (Macmillan, New York, $1.00.) 


Poputar Aspects oF OrtENTAL Rewicions. By L. O. Hartman, 
Ph. D.—This is a popular rather than a critical work. The use of 
the term “religious instincts” and the assertions that there are 
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traditions of a “Fall of Man” among all peoples as if such were 
historical evidence, and that monotheism does not develop out of 
polytheism, betray the uncritical nature of the work. But all this 
is confined to the first few pages of introduction and the remainder 
of the volume is a fascinating description of the actual practices 
and beliefs of Orientals. For missionary propaganda and lay read- 
ing it is admirable. Well chosen illustrations add to the interest. 
(Abingdon Press, New York, $1.35.) 


Mary Recan. By Leroy Scott. The papers have made a 
good deal of talk concerning the report that Colonel Roosevelt 
has been reading detective stories during his illness; if this is 
so, it may not be amiss to mention a good detective story in a 
religious newspaper. This recent book of Leroy Scott’s contains 
some exciting adventures of detective life in New York City. 
The gay hotel life and the crooked happenings of the underworld 
are here brought together. (Houghton-Mifflin Company, Bos- 
ton, $1.50 net.) 


My Home rn THE Fievp or Mercy. By Frances Wilson Huard. 
The author of this book has become widely known through her 
earlier volume, “My Home in the Field of Honor.” The present 
book is the story of the habilitation of the earlier “Home” into 
a home of succor for the French wounded.- The illustrations 
are classic in their subject and their skill of workmanship. 
(Doran, New York, $1.35 net.) 


Tue Lure or Arrica. By Cornelius Patton. Dr. Patton is 
the secretary of the home department of the American Board of 
Commissioners for Foreign Missions. The volume is published 
under the direction of the Missionary Education Movement of 
the United States. The author disclaims any erudition concern- 
ing mission work in Africa, but that very lack may have made 
it possible for him to write a very readable and inspiring book 
on missions in the land concerning which there is a continually 
growing interest just because it has been for so long a time a 
land of almost utter darkness. There is a wealth of illustrations 
in the book. (For sale by the Christian Century Press. 60 cts.) 


Tue Corn Cook Boox. By Elizabeth O. Hiller. The Food 
Administration of the United States should thank the publishers of 
this valuable collection of “235 tasty and economical dishes from 
It fits into the needs of the present days of conservation of 
The author is one of Chicago’s most expert lecturers on 
(P. F. Volland Company, Chicago.) 


corn.” 
wheat. 
household economics. 


Curtpren’s Missionary Story Sermons. By Hugh T. Kerr.— 
Here is a volume of missionary stories that will really please chil- 
dren and immensely interest them. There is no sugar coating of 
grandmotherly piety nor reading in of sermonettes to point the 
moral, They are intensely human, often humorous and always true. 
Neither are they a rehash in child’s language of adult biographies ; 
they tell fresh, unconventionalized tales out of real missionary life, 
iull of incident, dramatic sequence and local color. (Revell’s, New 
York, $1.00.) 


Hut-Tracks. By Wilfred Wilson Gibson. Most of Mr. Gib- 
son’s previous poetry has been of the unlyrical, realistic sort, de- 


scriptive of the drab lives of the poor of Britain. In this latest 
book he shows us that he is also a master of the lyrical style of 
verse, and has an ample knowledge of the folk lore of his people. 
Such lyrics as “Otterburn” and the quieter “Lament” are seldom 
equaled in modern English verse. (Macmillan, New York. $1.75 


net.) 


DreEAMS AND Imaces. An Anthology of Catholic Poets. When 
we come to consider poetry the dividing walls which we cherish in 
many other fields fall down, and we sing together. In this beauti- 
ful volume we find gathered together the finest things that have 
been written by such poets as Hilaire Belloc, R. H. Benson, Pad- 
raic Colum, T. A. Daly, Maurice Francis Egan, F. W. Faber, 
Lionel Johnson, Alice Meynell, J. H. Newman, Coventry Patmore, 
John B. Tabb, Katherine Tynan, etc., etc. The collection is the 
result of the able editorial efforts of Joyce Kilmer, who is now off 
to the war, with many another singer-soldier. (Boni & Liveright, 
New York.) 


The Sunday School 


Charging the Battery* 


HEY tell me that all the time I am driving my autc- 
Tonite I am charging its battery. After the thing had 

stood idle for a month while I was at Camp Hancock 
I took it into the service station to have the batteries looked 
over. The expert said, “One cell is 
reading low; run the car and run it fast 
and the cell will pick up.” It has—be- 
cause | ran it fast and far. There is = 
lesson for you! The power develops 
while you drive. But you must put your 
foot on the accelerator and speed the 
car up. Many a Christian would develop 
power from his weak cells if he would 
drive—drive. Weak cells—what a de- 
scription! Christians with batteries run 
down. Christians with powerless bat- 
teries—don’t we know them? Well, 
speed up. Drive the car; recharge the 


Rev. John R. Ewers 


battery. 

If the engineer who drives the Twentieth Century Lim- 
ited had all the power he needed before he left the Grand 
Central Station he would blow the boilers up before he got 
far out of New York. He develops power as he speeds along— 
the very speed of the train makes the fires hotter. Singing, 
we learn to sing; teaching, we get power for teaching; preach- 
ing, we charge our cells; working, we produce power. “Lord, 
how can we feed this big crowd?” “Start with what you have 
and keep on.” 

If we could only persuade people to make the grand 
adventure of faith. Charging over the top, the soldier loses 
fear; teaching the class, confidence comes; talking in Christian 
Endeavor meeting, true eloquence is developed; going after 
a man for the church, the ability to win him comes to you; 
giving for missions, the joy of sacrificial giving and the power 
to give more develops. I knew a man who used to give a 
quarter a week to the church and thought he was doing well; 
then he gave fifty cents, then a dollar, then two dollars, then 
three dollars a week and now five—and he is just beginning 
to enjoy giving. Power comes in the doing—if we could only 
learn that. Power will never come while you sit still and 
dream; you must get up and hustle. 

“I would become a Christian if I thought I could hold 
out,” says a certain type of fellow who flatters himself that 
he is extraordinarily conscientious. To tell the truth, he is 
either an extraordinary coward or an unusual liar—that’s all. 
If he would only start and try to live the life the power 
would come. Each day the daily bread comes. Each day the 
spiritual food is provided. God takes care of his own. I be- 


lieve that. 
* * * 


Take what you have and go to it. Who was Moody? 
A most ordinary man. He read this one time: “God never 
yet has had one man who gave him entire right of way in 
his life.’ Moody marveled over that. It seemed reasonable. 
Then he made one of his characteristic prayers: “O God, I 
am not much, but you can have all that there is of me.” He 
gave Almighty God the right of way and Almighty God sent 
that man to Yale and he stirred that old college as no man 
of culture ever moved it. Almighty God sent that man to 
Scotland and he had power to reach and win the cultured 
Drummond, who in turn won an army of fine young people 
on both sides of the ocean. Will not more of us say in 


*This article is based on the International Uniform Lesson 
for March 24, “Jesus Ministering to the Multitude.” Scripture: 
Mark 6; 32 to 56. 
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sincerity, “I am not much, but you can have all that there 
is of me.” Almighty God with the right of way will make 
you do wonderful things. The trouble with most of us is 
that we will not let God have his will with us. We make 
our own blue-prints and then ask Ged to bless our building. 
If we would allow God to draw the plans, they would be 
grand beyond our fondest dréams. 

Talmage never said a truer thing than this, “The majority 
of church workers are one talent men who give all of that 
talent to God; the ten-talent men are busy at their own jobs.” 
One consecrated talent is better than a twenty-talent power 
dedicated to earthly things. “Lord, how can we feed this 
hungry crowd?” “Go and see how many loaves you have.” 
A mere handful! But lo, as they go it multiplies! As they 
work it grows! Working, the power comes. No more of these 
silly excuses about the lack of opportunity and power. Take 
your humble talent, take your homely handful of food, take 
that which God has given you amid say, “Wat I have I 
dedicate to Thee,” and Almighty God, Atmicuty Gop—will 
give thee Power. 

Joun R. Ewers. 





The War 


A Weekly Analysis 


NNOUNCEMENT from Berlin that a new road has 
A been opened to Persia, Afghanistan and India bv 

German successes on the east front occasions grave 
apprehension. The announcement is far from an idle boast. 
as anyone may see by a few minutes study of the map. 

Germany’s proposed peace with Roumania, which will no 
doubt be carried through, gives the Dobrudja to Bulgaria— 
that means giving it, for all essential purposes, to Berlin. 
The Dobrwiia is a strip of territory between the Danube and 
the Black Sea. Constanza is its sea port, and Constanza 
now becomes, with Varna, a port for Bulgaria and her master 
ally. 

The peace that the bolsheviki signed with Berlin de- 
taches the Trans-Caucasian region of Russia and gives it 
to the Turks under the pretense of allowing it self-determina- 
This, of course, means making it available to Germany. 
Ratoum, the great petroleum center and sea port at the east 
end of the Black Sea, thus becomes virtually a German port 
With ports at both ends, with Turkey controlling the south- 
ern littoral of the sea, and with the made-in-Germany and 
German occupied Ukraine republic controlling half of the 
northern littoral, the Black Sea becomes a German sea. 

Thus Germany has clear right of way from Constanza 
cr Varna to Batoum. From Batoum a railroad runs east to 
the Persian frontier. This, too, passes into German control. 
The extension of this line to Teheran in Persia is a mere 
matter of construction. 

It is interesting to note that the latest form of the peacc 
treaty with Russia provides that both contracting parties 
must observe the territorial rights of Persia and Afghanistan. 
The only reason for dragging in the two neutral countries 
lies in the fact that Russia has held a sphere of influence in 
the northern half of Persia. Germany wants to get Russia 
ut. In order to do this she premises to keep out herself; 

a German promise is merely a matter of convenience. 
't will be broken when it has served its purpose, and the 
jubilant announcement from Berlin of the opening of the 
new road to india indicates Germany’s readiness to break it. 

How does all this concern America? Why should we 
worry over German successes in the east? Only the short- 
sighted and ignorant ask these questions now. Anything that 
increases the power of Prussia menace: America and all the 
rest of the world. We know now that Pan-Germany plans 
world conquest that will not rest until it has included the 


tion. 
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western hemisphere within its sphere of influence and pos- 
sible occupation. If Prussian militarism comes out of this 
war glutted with booty gained in the east, it will be en- 
couraged to make a new effort after wider empire, and im- 
mensely increased in power by its control of millions of 
Mohammedans and other eastern peoples. That is why we 
have reason to be alarmed, and that is why we cannot quit 
this war until Prussia is crushed. 

The big drive has not begun in the west. Some doubt 
if it will ever begin; but the indications still incline us to 
believe that there will be some form of military demonstra- 
tion calculated to impress the allies and America, if not to 
win decision. 

The determined enemy attacks on the British and Bel- 
gian lines in Flanders are evidence of an offensive purpose. 
It may be that Germany plans a series of vigorous localized 
attacks, shifting from sector to sector, amid designed to throw 
the allied line into more or less confusion. Then when the 
uncertainty is at its maximum, she may strike with all her 
force on what she considers the most advantageous front fo: 
victory. 

The attacks that closed the story of last week’s opera- 
tions were successfully repulsed. There may be others before 
this appears in print. Meantime our American line is extend- 
ing, and our boys, under severe tests from gas and liquid fire, 
as well as every form of shell, are proving their fitness and 
courage. All we need is enough of them “over there” and 
loyal support behind them to make ultimate victory certain. 


S. J. Duncan-Ciakk. 








CORRESPONDENCE 


A New Era 


Epitor THe CuristiAN CENTURY: 


In your issue of the 21st of February is published an editorial 
under the caption, “More Aggressive Progress.” I have been in 
thorough accord with the spirit and policy of THe CuristIAN CEN- 
TURY ever since the present editorial policy began to be followed. 

The Disciples’ fellowship is very dear to me in sentiment and 
memory. I was born into a family that is traditionally connected 
with this brotherhood, and my education was initiated in one of 
her largest and best colleges. In common with thousands of oth- 
ers I grew away from the early ideas I came to connect with the 
Disciples’ churches and leaders as I knew them. The impressions 
that I first had were that the “Christian Church” leaders were 
particularly aggressive, and expressed their zeal along controver- 
sial lines. I well remember hearing my parents recite the virtues 
of the great debaters we had among our preachers. I remember 
the evangelists I used to hear down in Illinois at our revival meet- 
ings; how well versed they were in the Scripture, and how adept 
in the art of controversy, particularly in “getting at” the other 
denominations. I do not for a moment minimize the great good 
these men did, nor deny their influence for spiritual awakenings in 
the communities in which they labored. 

But somehow I got away from my early sympathy with such a 
point of view. Thousands of other young men have grown away 
from it. This is not true of the younger generation of the “Chris- 
tian Church” alone. In all churches people have grown indifferent 
to the denominational note in religion. Why? Because the stu- 
pendous development of modern industry in this country and the 
world gave rise to complexities in social life that our early church 
organization was utterly insufficient to meet. The center of mod- 
ern intellectual interest became almost purely social, not theolog- 
ical. With the rapid influx into our great cities new community 
conditions arose which the church with its traditional theology 
could not possibly reach or solve. Religion in its essence was in 
the hearts of men just the same, but it required a new formula to 
apply it to the needs of society. 

And where has Tue Curistian Century stood in this period 
of transition? As you state in your editorial you at first and up 
to this time, in most part, have shared with the rest of us progres- 
sives a more or less passive attitude. But not one of us has fol- 
lowed your editorials without feeling that the leaven of Christ's 
message was hidden there. The church journalism that has insisted 
upon keeping alive the archaic polemic has all but spent its force. 

It is now the splendid part of the Century to begin an era of 
reconstruction among the Disciples of Christ. The material begin- 
nings of a large membership extending throughout the United 
States are yours. But the real beginnings which you have made are 
in the spiritual impetus you have given our brotherhood to think 
of itself as bearing a new light to the modern world, “the light of 
the needs of modern life and the essential ideals of our historic 

enterprise.” 


p : WeENDELL Huston. 
Carrington, N. D. 


Doubtful But Hopeful 


Epitor THe CuristiAN CENTURY: 

I am glad to know that the “Century” grows more positive 
in its aggressive attitude. I am rejoiced to learn of the growth 
of an element in our movement which is better informed as to 
the true character of New Testament Christianity and the active 
work of the Spirit inspiring and directing the Christian life and 
service of our time. But I am as much puzzled as I was forty 
years ago how a needed program of practical Christian union is 
going to be put into operation by preachers, editors and churches 
remaining in a body which is under control of the reactionary 
element. 

I was away from Ohio for seventeen years, and it appears to 
me from what I observe in this part of the state that reactionism 
has a stronger hold on the churches—in the little towns at least— 
than was manifested before I went away. I have some evidence 


that the situation is somewhat better in Salem and Akron. I am 
getting along in years (70) and do the best I can to minister in 
the spirit of Christ to the little groups at Kensington and 
Bergholz, but I cannot but feel that my ministry for years has 
been treading back and forth on barren soil in the narrow lane 
of a legalistic sectarianism which leads to no wide fields of 
usefulness. 
F. M. Cummincs. 
Kensington, Ohio. 


Disciples Must Be Rightly Represented 


Epitor THe CurisTIAN CENTURY: 


I want to express my appreciation of your articles in the 
Christian Century of Feb. 2ist on “More Aggressive Progress” 
and “What Is the Progressive Movement?” 

In this period of the world’s crisis surely it is of the greatest 
importance that all the forces representing the spirit of Christ 
should present a united front in meeting the problems of the day. 

In the great onward march shall we—the people with a “plea” 
for Christian union—be found slackers? Even now there may 
be some among us who, on some little technicality, prefer to bind 
our people to sectarianism. Who will doubt their sincerity, or 
who will deny them the privilege of following their convictions? 
But, can those who think otherwise afford to keep silent in such 
a time as this? With Christ’s vision of a united church before 
them, and with his prayer to that end ringing in their ears, how 
dare they be indifferent? 

I admire the spirit of the progressives who for the sake of 
peace and harmony have patiently submitted to personal insults, 
social ostracism, and other indignities; but in these strenuous 
times shall these things be allowed to put them in a false position 
before the world? 

Do not the progressive Disciples owe it to the world which 
needs their help, to the churches which they love, and to their own 
honor to come out into the open and let the more generous inter- 
pretation of our Disciples movement be known? 

It is not fair nor right that our church should be misrepre- 
sented to the religious world. If we have differing opinions— 
which, by the way, we claim as a birthright—why should not 
all these be treated alike? A frank interchange of these vary- 
ing opinions in the spirit of love and for the truth’s sake should 
help in bringing about a better understanding. 

Cras. TRAXLER. 

Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio. 


“Aggressive Progress” 


Epitor THe Curistian CENTURY: 

I was much interested in your editorials of Feb. 21 on the pro- 
gressive movement. It seems to me that the fundamental differ- 
ence between the conservatives and the progressives, is in their 
conception of the nature of the kingdom of heaven on earth, and 
in the manner of its establishment. 

The conservatives seem to have the idea that the kingdom was 
at a definite time set up fully equipped and complete, with full 
directions for its continuance clearly set forth in the Scriptures. 
So they “contend earnestly for the faith once for all delivered unto 
the saints,” and urge that “all scripture given by inspiration of God 
is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruc- 
tion in righteousness, that the man of God may be perfect, thor- 
oughly furnished unto all good works.” 

With this view of completeness from the first, that the faith 
was “once for all” delivered, and that the scriptures contain all 
that is necessary to “thoroughly furnish” the man of God for “all 
good works,” they contend that there is no need of progress, of 
going forward, but the call should be to go back to the original 
standards. 

On the other hand the progressive believes that the kingdom 
of heaven was not presented to the earth fully developed, and that 
it was complete only in the sense that a plant is complete in the 
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seed from which it springs, as illustrated by Jesus in his numerous 
parables regarding the growth of the kingdom. 

It seems to me that Jesus tells not only that his teaching was 
incomplete, but also explains why it was incomplete, and how it 
should develop or progress. 

In the first place as to the incompleteness of the scripture, 
John says, in closing his gospel, “And there are also many other 
things which Jesus did, the which if they were written every one, 
I suppose that even the world itself would not contain the books 
that should be written.” And yet Luke speaks of all this as but the 
things “that Jesus began to do and to teach.” (Acts 1-1.) And 
Jesus himself said near the close of his ministry (John 16, 12-13), 
“I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them 
now. Howbeit, when he, the spirit of truth, is come he will guide 
you into all truth.” 

It seems to me that in this Jesus gives us both the reason for 
the incompleteness of his teaching at that time, and also a sugges- 
tion as to how fast and by what method we may hope to make 
progress. The thought is that it is useless to try to give people 
truth that they are not yet ready to bear; that the advancement 
into truth is by leading and not by driving. 

We should cultivate the spirit of truth, and a willingness to be 
led by it into all truth, believing that in doing so we are progress- 
ing in the line of Jesus’ plan and purpose. EC. Soorr 

Des Moines, Iowa. 


Progressive Disciples in the New Day 


Already we are living in a new world since the present war 
broke out, and it does not yet appear just what this new order 
of things will be when the reconstruction days are over; but all 
thinking persons know it will be different from the past, not only 
socially, financially and politically, but religiously also. And 
of all the people under the sun the progressive Disciples of Christ 
have the best opportunity to adjust themselves to this new day, 
for they have no hierarchical limitations, theological dogmas, nor 
legalistic impediments to hinder them. 

The new day people will not stand for the little cock-sure 
theologian who has undertaken to pre-empt the kingdom of God 
by the setting up of his partisan and arbitrary stakes, neither will 
they be satisfied with the husks of mere formalism, nor be domi- 
nated by bishops, popes and prelates, either officially or self- 
appointed. Men are going to want to know God and Jesus Christ 
and have fellowship with his Spirit, and will demand a religion 
of genuine brotherhood not only of the common working man, 
but of the scholars also. 

Oh, what a chance for progressive Disciples! 


Dallas, Texas. Tue Curistiaw Courier, 


The Reactionary Handicap 


Editor CarisTrian CENTURY: 


I was much pleased with the editorials recently appearing in 
Tue Cristian Century on the subject of more aggressive 
progress in religious activities. It is seldom that I read such 
articles. I was deeply interested and impressed by the ones re- 
ferred to. 

Unless the spirit of those articles is embodied in aggressive 
action, it is my judgment that the church is in great danger of 
losing its hold upon thinking men, especially thinking laymen. We 
are also getting into a dangerous situation with respect to the 
ministry. I do not know what the outcome of the situation may 
be, but I do know that the situation is such that many of our 
most promising and thoughtful young men are deterred from 
entering the ministry, fearing the influence of reactionary and 
regressive sentiment upon their usefulness in the ministry. I 
know, too, that many of our thoughtful young men already in 
the ministry are deeply considering the question as to whether 
it is not necessary for them to go into a more tolerant religious 
body where they will not be so fettered in religious expression 
as they would be in many of our churches. In the present situa- 
tion I doubt whether I could recommend any ambitious, thought- 
ful young man, awake to the progress of religious thought, to 
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enter the ministry of our churches. To be useful in the min- 
istry a man must have freedom of thought and expression. I 
do not think that any intelligent Christian in this day ought to 
be willing to submit to have the soundness of his views meas- 
ured by the views of Thomas Campbell, Alexander Campbell, J. 
W. McGarvey, or anybody else. If the young men cannot have 
freedom in the ministry within the bounds of recognized Chris- 
tian thought and action, they ought to keep out of it, and will 
keep out of it. 
Joun B. Waite. 
Adel, Iowa. 


Christ and the New Age 


Eprtor THe CuristiAN CENTURY: 

The two editorials in the February 21st issue of the Chris- 
tian Century suggesting a more aggressive program of educa- 
tion along liberal lines, opens a subject which must be given 
careful consideration. The sudden change in world conditions has 
forced a new attitude of mind toward problems that we were 
wont to consider permanently settled. Social, political and in- 
dustrial leaders find themselves considering their problems now 
as race problems. Men everywhere find themselves thinking about 
world affairs with concern and a sense of responsibility. All of 
this indicates a broadening tendency in the thinking of the people 
and the church cannot hope to eScape the democratizing, liberal- 
izing influence. 

The religious leaders must therefore recognize the necessity 
of correlating their religious thought with this new spirit and 
make the church the director and interpreter of the new age. 
Jesus, the liberal, ‘bitterly condemning hypocrisy and autocracy in 
religion in the first century is still Jesus the liberal condemning 
hypocrisy and autocracy in the modern church. Does not the 
Jesus who said to the Pharisees, “Ye pay tithe of mint, and 
anise and cummin but forget the weightier matters of the law,” 
say to the modern church, “Ye save creeds, forms and dogmas 
but forget brotherly love and tolerance?’ 

Jesus, the Nazarene, who loved with a love that comprehended 
the world, is as fresh and powerful today as he was when he 
lived among men, and if given an opportunty by his followers he 
will draw all men to himself, not to a system, not to a creed, not to 
a dogma, but to himself. This would seem to me to be the 
genius and the power of the new message—the constant stressing 
of the beautiful and powerful personality of Jesus, the emulation 
of which will lead the peoples out of the maze of Bolshevism 
and autocracy into perfect love which is perfect peace. This 
must be the bolder program, conducted with the dignity and spirit- 
and autocracy into perfect love which is perfect peace. This 
will lead us out of the horrors of dogmatic controversy such as 
have characterized our recent journalism. 

R. A. Nourse. 

Milwaukee, Wis. 
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News of the Churches 


Men and Millions in Intensive 
Effort in Illinois Churches 


During April a canvass will be made 
by Men and Millions workers of every 
church of the Disciples in the state of 
Illinois. The campaign began with the 
state conference held in Decatur on Tues- 
day of this week. This was attended by 
several hundred people. A team of ex- 
pert workers were present at this con- 
ference to outline plans for the cam- 
paign. The week preceding Easter will 
be observed as a week of prayer, and 
during the four weeks following the so- 
licitation of pledges ranging from $5 up- 
ward will be pressed. A committee con- 
sisting of four persons—a preacher, a lay- 
man and two women—will be appointed 
in each county and the task of solicita- 
tion will be under their direction. Secre- 
tary H. H. Peters of the state society, as 
chairman of the Illinois committee, is 
active in promoting the enterprise. The 
held workers of the society will devote 
a month to the work. It is understood 
that similar plans will be followed in 
other states, in the final effort to com- 
plete the Men and Millions campaign by 
June 1. 


Tragedy in the Home of 
L. Smith, Moberly, Mo. 


For two years the wife of Benjamin L. 
Smith of the Moberly, Mo., church has 
suffered from nervous prostration, and 
her mind has become unbalanced. On 
Feb. 24 she attacked Mr. Smith with a 
razor and slashed his neck and arms, then 
cut her own throat. It is reported that 
Mrs. Smith will recover, but that it is 
possible that Mr. Smith will not survive 
the effects of his wounds. Mr. Smith is 
president of the Moberly Ministerial Alli- 
ance. He was for several years at the 
head of the American Christian Mission- 
ary Society. 


Two Leading Churches 
Try Union Worship 


Among the “silver linings” of the re- 
cent black cloud of fuelless weeks has 
been the joining of the churches in many 
towns and cities in union services, in or- 
der to save coal. Among the churches 
which tried this plan was Broad Street, 
Columbus, O., led by Maxwell Hall 
Services were held in conjunction with 
the Congregational church located across 
the street from the Disciples church. 
For eight weeks union evening services 
church 


were held, the pastor of one 

preaching in the other, services being 
held alternately in the two buildings. 
Another church of the’ brotherhood 


which reports great success with the 
union plan is that at Charlottesville, N 
C., where J. M. Philputt ministers. There 
the union evening meetings were held 
with the Presbyterians. Of this series 
of eight services, a local newspaper says: 
“Last night’s service culminated one of 
the most beneficial and enjoyable series 
of church services in the community dur- 
ing many years. This series gave evi- 
dence of the trend of the times and the 
advance of Christian unity in the commu- 
nity.” 


Auspicious Opening of New City 
Secrstary’s Work In Chicago 

The Disciples Social Union of Chi- 
cago gave a dinner in honor of Rev. 
and Mrs. Perry J. Rice on Monday even- 
ing of last week at the C 





City Club. Mr. 


Rice has just come to Chicago to begin 
his work as secretary of the Disciples’ 
Missionary Society. Representatives of 
practically all the churches of the city 
were present. The large dining room of 
the club was filled. The attendance was 


the largest social union dinner in the 
history of Chicago Discipledom. O. F. 
Jordan, president of the city Society, 
was toastmaster. Talks were made by 
Dr. H. L. Willett, W. G. Winn, Dr. P. 
L. Prentis, Mrs. J. Russell, State 
Secretary H. H. Peters, Prof. Charles 


Ward Hall and Mr. Rice. 
The occasion was instinct with hope- 
fulness and determination to build in 
this city a steadily enlarging group of 
churches worthily representing the 
cause which has come to be identified 
with the Disciples of Christ. Mr. Jordan 
announced that the three goals set up at 
the last October meeting were bound to 
be realized: a city secretary devoting 
all his time to the expansion of our 
church life, a budget large enough to 
finance him and his related work, a 
downtown office for him and the other 
common interests of our city church life, 
one new church established each year 
for five years. Mr. Rice made a profound 
impression by his vigorous and thought- 
ful address, dealing with the problems 
of modern religion in the way that city 
churches have to face them. Mr. Rice 
has been preaching the past two Sun- 
days at the North Shore church. It is 
his purpose, he says, to become ac- 
quainted with all the churches of the 
city, both the self-supporting and mis- 
sion congregations, and to unify all the 
forces in a great program. 


Ninety-seven “Unanimous Givers” 
Among Disciples Churches 


A report has come in based upon 
the figures in the new year book indi- 
cating that there are  ninety-seven 
“unanimous givers” among the churches 
of the Disciples of Christ. This means 
that these churches gave last year to all 


M. Sharpe, 


the causes of the brotherhood. The 
states are represented as follows: Cali- 
fornia, 3 churches; Colorado, 4; Illinois, 


5: Indiana, 10; Iowa, 2; Kansas, 18; 
Kentucky, 2; Maryland, 1; Michigan, 3; 
Missouri, 14; Nebraska, 4; New Mexico, 


1: New York, 1; Ohio, 12; Texas, 4; 
Washington, 2. In Illinois the honor 
churches are at Atlanta, Dixon, Pon- 
tiac (First), Virginia and Walnut. 
x * * 

—Burris A. Jenkins spoke on “Wash- 
ington—the Christian,” at Linwood 
church, Kansas City, on Feb. 24, and a 


feature of the occasion was the presence 
of American, British and French army 
officers from Camp Funston. Three serv- 
ice flags were dedicated in honor of the 
men “over there.” These flags came 
from Elizabeth Benton chapter, Daugh- 
ters of the American Revolution; Kan- 
cas City chapter, Daughters of the Amer- 
ican Revolution, and the Kansas City 
chapter, Sons of the American Revolu- 
tion. The church was decorated with the 
colors of the allies, American, British 
and French flags fluttering in profusion 
everywhere. Five hundred members of 
the Home Guard were present at the 
service. 

—Orville Hawkins is the new leader at 
Mt. Vernon, Il. 


—R. H. Robertson, Illinois district 
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evangelist, is enthusiastic concerning the 


prospect at DuQoin, Ill, where Earl H. 
Fife is the new pastor. Crowds cannot 
be accommodated at the evening sery- 
ices, Mr. Robertson reports. Eighteen 
persons have been added to the church 
membership since Mr. Fife’s coming. A 
new parsonage has recently been pur- 
chased. 


—President R. H. Crossfield of Tran- 
sylvania is leading the forces at Ninth 
Street church, Washington, D. C., in a 
meeting. This is the second meeting at 
this church in which President Crossfield 
has assisted. George A. Miller leads at 
Ninth Street. 


—Herbert L. Willett, Jr., recently gave 
a talk at First church, Springfield, IIL, 
on “Jerusalem and the War.” 


—The Northern Illinois Christian Min- 
isterial Institute was held this year at 
Champaign, March 3, 4. The annual 
meeting of the Southern Illinois Institute 
will be held sometime during the spring 
months. 


—The expense budget of the Mon- 
mouth, Ill., church has been about $2,750 
and the missionary budget $250. Guy V. 
Ferguson, the pastor, and the church 
board have been anxious to increase the 
missionary offerings, so he set Feb. 28 
as a day of preparation for an every- 
member canvass. B. H. Cleaver of Can- 
ton, Ill., gave an address on “The Chal- 
lenge and the Guarantee.” H. H. Peters 
talked on “A Modern Program for the 
Ancient Church.” The Monmouth church 
has a membership of 680. An interesting 
feature of its work is a Student Aid fund 
of $1,000, which it loans to young men 
studying for the ministry. At present the 
fund supports a young man at Eureka 
and another who is taking special train- 
ing under the Y. M. C. A. Four of the 
young ladies of the congregation have 
volunteered for foreign mission work. 
During the four years of Mr. Ferguson's 
pastorate there have been 189 members 
added to the church. 


—C. H. Winders, recently of Downey 
Avenue church, Indianapolis, is now at 
his new post at First church, Hannibal, 
Mo. His family will remain in Irvington 
until the summer. 


—R. M. Talbert, recently given a call 
to First church, Jefferson City, Mo., has 
accepted and will begin his new service 
in April. Mr. Talbert has ministered to 
the Chillicothe, Mo., church for about 
seven months. 


—N. O. Williams, of King City, Mo., 
will begin work as pastor at Bosworth, 
Mo., April 1. 


—Meade E. Dutt, recently resigned at 
First church, East St. Louis, to accept a 
pastorate in Oklahoma, was given a fare- 
well luncheon by the East St. Louis 
Ministerial Alliance on February 22. Both 
Mr. Dutt and John L. Brandt, retiring 
pastor at First church, St. Louis, were 
banquetted by the St. Louis ministers. 


—A “Community Sing” is one of the 
new attractive features at Capitol Hill 
church, Des Moines, where W. C. Cole 
ministers. More than fifteen hundred 
people attended a recent “Sing.” 


—The Ideal Bible Class, taught by 
Secretary Walter E. Harman at Twin 
Falls, Idaho, is said to be the banner 
class of the state. It has nearly one hun- 
dred members and is thoroughly organ- 
ized. 


—L. F. Stevens, of Portland, Ore., re- 
cently visited the Nampa, Idaho, church, 
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with a view to considering a call to the 
pastorate. 


—During the first year of service of 
Allan T. Gordon at First church, Paris, 
Ill, a debt has been cleared and all obli- 
gations paid; there have been thirty 
members added to the congregation; 
$1,200 out of $9,000 raised was con- 
tributed to missions, and a padded mem- 
bership list of 1,500 has been reduced to 
a healthy condition, with 700 active 
members. 


he Loveland, Colo., Christian En- 
deavor Society has become a lifeline 
society by raising $50 for foreign mis- 
sions. 


—Secretary Mohorter, of the National 
Benevolent Association, reports that as 
a result of the war, every institution of 
the Association is filled to running over. 
Scores are clamoring for admission. But 
the treasury of the Association is ex- 
hausted. Only a great Easter offering 
can save the day for the benevolences of 
the brotherhood, Mr. Mohorter declared. 


The death is reported of J. H. 
Crouse, for many years superintendent 
of the N. B. A. “Home” at Jacksonville, 
Ill. 

—The faculty of Eureka College is 
seriously considering the establishment 
of a summer school this year. 


—Paul Becker, recently of Oclwein, 
la., is the new leader at Knoxville, Ia. 


—University Place church, Des Moines, 
recently entertained a patriotic confer- 
ence of the colleges of Iowa. A slogan 
was adopted—“Iowa colleges and univer- 
sities mobilizing for Christian world 
democracy.” 


—At a patriotic service held at First 
church, Portland, Ore., Griffis 
preached a sermon on the _ subject, 
“Americanism: What It Is and Our Need 
of It.” This church has 37 stars in its 
service flag. 


. A. Doan, of the Foreign Society, 
recently addressed an adult conference 
at Norwood church, Cincinnati. This 
school observed patriotic Sunday Feb- 
ruary 17, with State Secretary H. B. 
Schultheis as the chief speaker. 


_—The church at Ada, O., led by Mart 
Gary Smith, held an unusually effective 


patriotic service two weeks ago, on Sun- 
} 


day evening. The rostrum had its set- 
tings draped in white, and a series of 
pantomimes were given, the room being 
darkened except for a large number of 
candies. Belgium was represented by a 
young woman with her hands chained, 
France by another older woman in 
mourning. There were the Y. M. C. A. 
the Red Cross workers, the Boy 
uts, and above all stood the Goddess 
Liberty. An interesting part of the 
program was the calling of the names 
of the sixteen soldier boys from the con- 
gregation; at the reading of each name a 
small girl with a lighted candle appeared 
and answered the call. Patriotic songs 
were sung and the pastor delivered a 
patriotic address. 


The Fort Worth (Tex.) Bible School 
nstitute, led by S. W. Hutton, was held 
February 25-28. 


—J. H. Jones, “Pastor” of the Third 
missionary district of Missouri, reports 
the success of a campaign in the district 
ofa “sub team” of the Men and Millions 
Movement, led by Bert Wilson. Other 
—. were Miss Daisy Trout, of the 
( ’ M. of the district; Dr. Hardy, 
the pot missionary; Mrs. O. W. 
Lawrence, state secretary of the C. W. 


B. M., and Mr. Jones. 
the churches at Springfield, Lebanon, 
Aurora, Joplin, Carthage, Nevada and 
Eldorado Springs. 


—Frank L. Jewett, of the Bible Chair 
at the University of Texas, Austin, re- 
ports that at a time when there were 40,- 
000 men in Camp Travis and Kelly Field, 
there were found to be 2,567 Baptist com- 
municants, 2,150 Methodist, 1,120 Chris- 
tian, 889 Catholic, 499 Lutheran and 485 
Presbyterian; other denominations being 
represented by smaller numbers. In 
round numbers, Kelly Field had seven 
men out of ten who were church mem- 
bers; Camp Travis, one out of three. 


_—M. Howard Fagan has resigned at 
Corvallis, Ore., to again take up evan- 
gelistic work. 


The team visited 


—On Flag day at First church, Bowl- 
ing Green, Ky., two flags were presented 
to the church, a United States flag by 
the women of the congregation and a 
service flag by the men’s class. Nineteen 
boys of the congregation are now in the 
service, and others are to go, writes 
A. B. Houze, pastor at Bowling Green. 
The Bible school there gave $55 for 
Armenian relief. The school is very 
strong in its adult department because 
of the fact that Bowling Green is a col- 
lege town. The men’s class has a mem- 
bership of more than a hundred. Some 
of the strong business men of the city 
are uniting with the congregation. 


—The new pastor at Sioux City, Ia. 
Paul Preston, is being shown substantial 
appreciation by the congregation there. 
A new parsonage is being planned. 


—Virgil Veatch, a son of Professor A. 
D. Veatch, of Des Moines, who has for 
some time been in military service in the 
Hawaiian Islands, has been transferred 
to Fortress Monroe, Va., where he will 
enter a school for master gunners. 
Lawrence Clark, son of Professor O. B. 
Clark, of Des Moines, is still stationed 
in the Hawaiian Islands. 


—The attendance at Drake University 
is reported as only about fourteen per 
cent below that of last yeas, in spite ot 
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the fact that a large number of men have 
gone into war service. 


—Byron Hester, of the Chickasha, 
Okla., church, writes that the Fourth 
District, Okla., has secured the services 
of Sumner T. Martin, formerly of 
Hobart, Okla., as district superinten- 
dent. Mr. Hester is president of the dis- 
trict. 


—Bethany Assembly will open this 
year on July 26. The Lord’s days and 
evenings for the first ten days will be 
given over to a series of religious ad- 
dresses by Mrs, Daisy Douglass Barr, 
who is known far and near for her union 
evangelistic work. Loyalty to the church 
and the state will be emphasized. Min- 
isters of churches where she has labored 
write in the highest terms of her ability 
as a speaker and of her work in gen- 
eral. A large community chorus will 
sing at these services under the direc- 
tion of a competent leader. The manage- 
ment believes that this series will bring 
to the Assembly session a spiritual at- 
mosphere that is much desired in these 
days of stress of body, mind and soul. 


—John L. Brandt, 
church at Muskogee, 
church, St. Louis, Mo., makes this 
change conditionally. If he finds that 
the work in Oklahoma is not congenial 
and fruitful, he will return to First 
church, which has given him a leave of 
absence of a year. 


who goes to the 
Okla., from First 


—In a series of meetings held at Mar- 
shall, Ill., by the Crabb evangelistic com- 
pany, there were 82 members added to 
the church. 


—Harold Monser will preach at Hum- 
boldt, Ill, this year. 


—The Senior Christian Endeavor So- 
ciety at Central church, Buffalo, N. Y., 
supports a native evangelist on the for- 
eign field, and the C. W. B. M. and 
Junior Endeavor each care for an orphan 
in India. 


—E. C. Baird, for some years pastor 
at King’s Hill church, St. Joseph, Mo., 
is now leading at Woodson Chapel, in 
the same city. 


Turning a Sevwery Into a Church 


Five or six years ago a few women 
started a church of Christ in the west 
end of Louisville, Ky.. The territory 
was well populated, but there was no 
Protestant church within a mile of it, 
and the most prominent institution was 
the West Louisville Brewery. Many of 
the citizens were employes of the brew- 
ery or patrons of its saloon. The church 
gradually grew in numbers and in zeal 
and in good works. They bought and 
paid for two lots, moved a dance hall 
they had purchased onto the lots, and 
here, under difficulties, they have worked 
and worshipped. 

Some months ago the brewery burned 
down, and the proprietors, looking upon 
the prospect of Kentucky’s going dry as 
favorable, did not care to rebuild. The 
fire left undamaged the portion of the 
building in which were located the of- 
fices of the company, its saloon, bottling 
works, and some flats. This part of the 
property they regarded as worth $10,- 
000, a fair valuation, except for the 
same contingency that determined them 
against rebuilding the brewery. They 
offered the untouched portion of the 
structure for $5,000, a dry Kentucky in 
the near future reducing the normal 
value by half. I rallied our people and 
we bought the building. One of the 


brewery stockholders said that to see it 
turned into a church he would give $500 
toward it himself. We paid $500 more 
cash, and gave notes for the $4,000 bal- 
ance, payable in one and two years. 

We have about sixty members, all la- 
boring people, and this is my fourth year 
with them. We have kept the work go- 
ing along all lines, supporting regularly 
state, home and foreign missions, giving 
more than $50 to the Orphans’ Home, 
and we have never asked outside help 
This is a very strategic opportunity, and 
an exceedingly good piece of economy, as 
the building as it stands can be readily 
remodeled for church purposes. But we 
need help in meeting this $4,000 obliga- 
tion, which must be taken care of before 
we can undertake to fit it up for worship 
and work. The Louisville Ministerial 
Association passed resolutions commen- 
datory of the project, and endorsing an 
appeal for help, and any Louisville min- 
ister can be referred to personally re- 
garding the worthiness of the project, 
etc. We are asking contributions from 
all who want a part in turning a brewery 
into a Christian church. Send all com- 
munications and funds to 

J. K. Ren, 


220 North Thirty-second Street, 
Louisville, Ky. 
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—R. B. Hyten, of the North English, 
Ia., church, recently gave a patriotic 
address at Hedrick, Ia., his subject be- 
ing, “Will History Repeat Itself in the 
Present World Conflict?” 


—The death is reported of John H. 
Graham, pastor at New Carlisle, O. He 
was buried at Dayton. 


—John G. Slayter recently gave an ad- 
dress before the Commercial club of 
Kaufman, Tex., also a men’s banquet at 
Longview church. 


—Professor George W. Brown, of the 
College of the Bible, Lexington, will de- 
liver a course of lectures at the College 
of Missions, Indianapolis, on “Missions 
in India.” He will give these lectures 
also at Hartford Theological Seminary. 


—John M. Asbell, who will close his 
work at Mound City, May 1, will become 
pastor at Hereford, Tex. During the last 
year the Mound City church has added a 
hundred members, paid off an old debt of 
$1,000, raised over $1,000 for missions, 
education and benevolences. 


—The Foreign Society reports that the 
receipts of the society for February show 
a gain of $1,666.91. There was a gain of 
seventeen contributing churches, fifteen 
Bible schools and forty-one Endeavor so- 
cieties. A number of new living-links 
have been enrolled in the last few weeks. 
Three were heard from in one day. Some 
of the churches have written that they 
will send $800 for their living-link con- 
tributions this year instead of the regu- 
lar $600. This will make up for the loss 
in exchange, which will cost the society 
this year about $30,000. 


—John R. Golden of Central church, 
Decatur, Ill, is spending the month of 
March at Camp Logan, Houston, Tex. 
Roger T. Nooe of First church, Frank- 
fort, Ky., will probably go into service as 
chaplain for a month. 


—A military funeral was given the late 
Charles C. Seevers, first Drake man of 
recent graduation to die in the armed 
forces of the United States since the be- 
ginning of the war. The service was held 
at University Place church, Des Moines, 
Dean F. O. Norton of Drake and Charles 
S. Medbury giving brief addresses. The 
deceased soldier’s mother is Mrs. Zoe 
Williams Seever, assistant professor of 
modern languages at Drake. At the 
funeral service a detachment of engi- 
neers, to which branch of the service Mr. 
Seevers belonged, participated in the 
program. The death of the Des Moines 
soldier occurred at Camp Cody, located 
at Deming, N. M 


—G. N. Harness, leader at Loveland, 
Colo., recently gave an address before 
the men of the Fort Collins, Colo., 
church, on “The Boy Problem.” The 
Fort Collins men are planning the organ- 
ization of a men’s department. 


—The annuity receipts of the Foreign 
Society for February were $3,650, a gain 
of $99 over February of last year. A gift 
of $6,000 has just been received from a 
friend in Missouri. The report comes 
that the March offering results are very 
encouraging. The first Sunday of March 
was a good day all over the country. 
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—Plans have been completed for fin- 
ishing and equipping the unfinished wing 
of the Children’s building of the Juliette 
Fowler Home of the National Benevo- 


lent Association, located at Dallas, Tex. 
The churches of Texas have done much 
toward bringing this about. 


—At the annual meeting of the Minier, 
Ill., church, ministered to by J. P. Row- 
lison, Mr. and Mrs. W. B. Slater of 
Mackinaw and L. O. Lehman of Eureka 
were guests. An important feature of 
the day was the election of elders and 
deacons. Mr. Rowlison is doing some 
fine educational building at Minier, he 
having been prominent in promotional 
work in religious education in Missouri 
before coming to Illinois. 


—An attendance campaign is being 
promoted at High Street church, Akron, 
O., during the month of March. “Two 
thousand by Easter” is the goal. The 
pastor, L. N. D. Wells, has been spend- 
ing a week with the soldiers at Camp 
Sheridan, Chillicothe, O. He will begin 
a meeting at High Street on Easter Sun- 
day, and will be assisted in the music by 
F. H. Shaul. 


—The Whatsoever Circle of the Inde- 
pendence Boulevard church, Kansas City, 
Mo., will conduct a day nursery for the 
children of soldiers and sailors living in 
the Sheffield district. A building has been 
secured in Sheffield and a local philan- 
thropist has agreed to furnish milk free 
of charge. 


—Twenty young men from University 
Place church, Des Moines, are in France, 
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one is in India, two are in Hawaii and 
the rest of the enlisted men are scattered 
through thirty-seven of the training 
camps and forts of the country. Charles 
S. Medbury, pastor of the church, has 
started on his second trip of speaking 
through the training camps, under the 
auspices of the Y. M. C. A. 
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—The new Bible school building at 
Glouster, O., was dedicated on March 
10, a special sermon being given by 
Lowell C. McPherson. John B. Dickson 
ministers at Glouster. 


—W. H. McLain has a fine men’s class 
- Niles, O., with an average attendance 
of 77. 


—The missionary offerings at Broad 
Street church, Columbus, O., during the 
last year, have been the largest in the 
church’s history, the debt on the prop- 
erty has been materially reduced and the 
Bible school has been organized along 
modern lines of efficiency in religious ed- 
ucation. Maxwell Hall leads at Broad 
Street. 


—First church, Norfolk, Va., has made 
its appropriation to ministerial relief 
$125 for this yéar, thus meeting the re- 
quest of the Board that the offering be 








Climax of Men and Millions Movement 


The big team of the Men and Millions 
Movement is now conducting a series of 
state and regional meetings that surpass 
in compelling interest and immediate im- 
portance even the wonderful set-up meet- 
ings that have been held heretofore. In 
the aggregate they will constitute the 
most representative assembling of our 
people in the entire history of the Resto- 
ration muovement, and, as President Paul 
said in the initial meeting in Philadel- 
phia, will inaugurate a new era in our 
life as a people. 

The immediate object is to call to- 
gether for one day conferences the minis- 
ter and one other man from each church 
and one woman from each county where 
there are several churches, that the facts 
of the present emergency may be laid be- 
fore them and plans perfected by which 
they may lay these same facts before all 
the members of the churches. To meet 
the emergencies in missions, benevolence 
and education and complete the $6,300,- 
000 fund of the Men and Millions Move- 
ment will require over two million dol- 
lars, as much as was received last year 
by all our organizations and institutions 
from all sources. But since it is tragic- 
ally necessary, and since it is clearly 

God’s work in every particular, it is con- 
fidently believed that the people of God 
will answer the call. 

Whatever doubts there were in the 
team as to the possibility of success in 
this daring venture of faith were entirely 
dissolved by the Philadelphia and Pitts- 
burgh meetings, Tuesday and Wednes- 
day, March 5 and 6. The attendance was 
carefully restricted to the necessary per- 
sons mentioned above, but reached an 
aggregate of 200 at Philadelphia and 300 
at Pittsburgh. To describe the profound 
impression made by the plain statements 
of how the war has affected all depart- 
ments of the work in all lands and the 
immediate and enthusiastic response of 
the people to the aims and plans sug- 
gested for meeting the emergency is of 
course impossible. 


All are undertaking to do what is pro- 
posed. New York, for instance, with 
only 60 churches, undertakes to raise 
$75,000. Two pieces of printed matter 
are being offered for general distribution, 
the new illustrated booklet, “The Call of 
the Christ,” and the Program of the 
Easter Week of Prayer. Those who were 
present ordered 20,000 copies of each, 
with 2,000 copies of the leaflet for County 
Committees and over 5,000 of the Sug- 
gestions to Canvassers. With this expe- 
rience the printers were telegraphed to 
print 300,000 each of the first named pub- 
lications, and corresponding numbers of 
the others, to meet the demands of the 
entire brotherhood. 

Since the Liberty Loan Drive is to be- 
gin April 6, the dates for the Disciples’ 
Emergency Drive have been changed 
from April 7-14 to April 1-6, unless local 
conditions seem to require a later week 
in the month. 

Several things need to be kept con- 
stantly in mind. 

1. This is not just “another appeal,” 
but such an extraordinary call as has 
never been made before, and may never 
be made again, or may have to be re- 
peated next year. 


2. It is altogether extra and has noth- 
ing to do with the regular Every-Men- 
ber Canvass of the church, or with any 
of the church’s offerings. 

3. It is not an “offering” at all, but a 
tremendous undertaking, like raising the 
money for a new church building. 

4. All pledges that are under $500 are 
to be paid by July 4. Pledges for $500 
and more may be paid within five years. 
Either may be designated to a particular 
work. All will count on the $6,300,000 
fund of the Men and Millions Movement. 

5. The Church of Christ is the chief 
dependence, under God, of the nation 
and of humanity in this greatest crisis of 
the world’s history. This is a necessary 
step toward putting the Church on a War 
footing. 
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made 6 per cent of the amount of the 
pastor’s salary. The Freemason church 
building at Norfolk has been offered to 
the Red Cross authorities to be used as a 
convalescent hospital for the duration of 
the war. A gift of $500 also will be made 
for renovation and equipment. Charles 
M. Watson, leader at First church, is a 
busy man, now that the unusual duties 
of war-time pastor in busy Norfolk have 
“been added to his regular duties. 


—A March drive is on at Kent, O., 
church to pay off the remainder of a 
long-standing church debt. 


—A. C. Hornbraker is the new leader 
at Laporte, Ind. He is a Bethany man. 


—B. H. Cleaver of the Canton, IIl., 
church reports closed at Canton a unique 
revival covering five weeks. Seven 
churches united in the effort. J. G. Wag- 
goner, whose home is at Canton, acted 
as platform manager and executive chair- 
man. The ministers of the town took 
their turns in the preaching as directed 
by Mr. Waggoner. A fine spirit of har- 
mony prevailed throughout the series of 
services, and 134 persons responded to 
the invitations given. A large financial 
balance remained after expenses were 
paid. 

—At East Grand Boulevard church, 
Detroit, Mich., March has been divided 
up as follows: First week, Missionary 
education week; second, Neighborly 
week; third, Bible study week; fourth, 
Bible school week; fifth, Get together 
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week. W. G. Loucks, who leads this 
work, is making a fine success of it. He 
believes in printers’ ink, getting out each 
week a post-cartl newspaper called “The 
Booster.” 


—First church (High Street), Akron, 
O., led in gifts to missions last year, 
with $8,062.23; Euclid Avenue, Cleveland, 
O., followed, with $7,748.35; and Long 
Beach, Cal., First, came third, with 
$5,406.46. 


—E. C. Boynton of the Plainview, Tex., 
church writes that his congregation’s 
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March offering for missions was over 
three times its apportionment. A large 
per cent of his workers are reported busy 
at war activities. A number of new 
members have recently been added. 


—D. M. Durham, now in his first pas- 
torate in central Illinois, at Bement, has 
started off so well that his salary has 
been increased $200. 


—Herbert Smith of Lotumbe, Africa, 
reports that a plan has been inaugurated 
there to get every member to contribute 
weekly to the work. 








How readily we purchase Liberty 
Bonds; how proud we are of the Red 
Cross in our window; how deeply we are 
moved by the stories or the pictures of 
starving Armenians; how eagerly we give 
to relieve suffering in war-stricken Ser- 
bia! It is a healthful sign in our indi- 
vidual and collective lives that all of 
these things meet ready response. 

Is it more Christian to make the world 
safe for democracy than it is to make 
provision for unfortunates in our own 
democracy? Do we find a greater joy 
in providing for those who are wounded 
in war than we find in ministering to 
those who are disabled by disease and 
old age in the struggle of civil life? Isa 
Belgian or French orphan more pathetic 
than an American child that is left fath- 
erless and destitute? Do aged Serbians 
make a stronger appeal to our sympa- 
thies than do old men and women whom 
we know here in our native land? Are 
we moved by impulse or by principle in 
following out the teachings of Jesus 
Christ? If we should ask Him whether 


“To Be Christian, We Must Be More Christ-Like” 


or not we should respond to war calls, 
would he not say: “All this ye should 
do and the other ye should not leave 
undone”? Our local and native charities 
must not be forgotten, even in adminis- 
tering other charities more remote and 
just as worthy. 

The Church of the Disciples can hardly 
lay claim to having lived up, either to its 
profession or to its opportunity, in the 
matter of the practical application of 
Christianity to the continuous needs of 
the world. While we are in the midst of 
rebuilding the world on a more Christian 
and more humanitarian basis, may we not 
give special attention to the reconstruc- 
tion of our attitude to the fatherless, the 
widows, the aged and dependent who 
have a just claim upon our affection and 
our possessions? If we are to be more 
Christian, we must of necessity be more 
Christ-like. It is to this expression of 
our Christianity that the National Benev- 
olent Association is calling us. 

L. J. MARSHALL. 

Kansas City, Mo. 
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The War is Making Widows and Orphans 
in America as well as in Belgium and Servia 


The N. B. A. is Swamped with Appeals 





Applications for assistance are increasing from widows, children, and the aged 
and afflicted, able under normal conditions to sustain themselves. 


The state is curtailing its work of relief. 


THE CHURCH MUST ENLARGE 
HER MINISTRY OF MERCY 


The state is a human agency and ministers to the 


mind and body— 


The Church is a Divine Institution 


and ministers to the soul as well as to the body. The call 
was never so great. The people never had more money 
than now. War has touched the hearts and opened 


the purses wide. EASTER SUNDAY is our only 
offering day this year. 


Will You Answer the Orphans’ Cry? 
$150,000 MUST BE GIVEN 


this year to maintain the growing family in our 13 
institutions. Make checks and drafts payable to Mrs. 
J. K. Hansbrough, and send to 


THE NATIONAL BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION 
2955 N. Euclid Ave. ST. LOUIS, MO. 





Twenty sons of the 
church in the service 
of their country. 
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—James Small of Hyde Park church, 
Kansas City, Mo., is now in a training 
school for army chaplains at Fortress 
Monroe, Va. He will probably sail for 
France in a month. Louis S. Cupp will 
take care of his pastoral work. 


—Carl H. 
now in San Antonio, Tex., 
ing for Y. M. C, A. work. 


—The report comes that Finis Idle- 
man, who was operated upon in New 
York a few days ago, is expected to make 
an early recovery. His trouble was not 
appendicitis, but perforated ulcer of the 
aaooyocg 


—W. N. Briney is preaching a series of 
“Rainbow sermons” at Broadway church, 
Louisville, Ky., during March. His 
themes are “Sacrifice and Service”—red; 
“Peace and Purity”—white; “Loyalty and 
Love”—blue; “Easter”—green. 


—Herbert L. Willett, Sr., spoke at 
Memorial chuch on last Sunday on the 
subject, “The Holy Land Today.” 


—First church, Joplin, Mo., on March 
3, unveiled a missionary service flag, 
bearing two red stars in a field of white 
surrounded by blue; this flag being in 
honor of Mr. and Mrs. C. E. Robinson, 
members of the Joplin congregation and 
now missionaries of the Foreign Society 
in Osaka, Japan. C. C. Garrigues, pastor 
at Joplin, writes that a letter was sent 
to the missionaries informing them of 
this honor that had been conferred upon 
them. 

—F. E. Smith, of Jackson Street 
church, Muncie, Ind., spent February at 
Camp Shelby, in Mississippi, under the 
direction of the War Emergency Com- 
mittee of the American Society. He 
writes that “the committee is doing val- 
uable work and every dollar placed with 
it counts directly for the help of the sol- 
dier boys.” 


Barnett of Brazil, Ind., is 
taking train- 


—G. W. Winfrey is now religious di- 
rector at Jefferson Barracks, Mo., under 
the Y. M. C. A. 


—Third church, Indianapolis, Ind., 
under the leadership of T. W. Grafton, 
contributed to missions and be- 
nevolences last year. This church has 
ninety-five stars on its service flag—that 
number having joined the army service 
from the young men’s Bible class. 


-—-The Ann Arbor, Mich., church has 
closed its doors “to accept the invitation 
of the Baptist church to worship with 
them as guests for the conservation of 
fuel, or until such a time as the National 
Board of the C. W. B. M. shall deem it 
desirable to organize the church sepa- 
rately again, or until the C. W. B. M. 
shall meet such conditions as may be 
necessary to interest actively other mis- 
sionary societies of the Brotherhood in 
the Ann Arbor church.” 


—J. M. Rudy, Disciple pastor-evan- 
relist, has out a new book entitled “Our 
Nation’s Peril.” 

—Professor Olynthus B. Clark of 
Drake University has just closed a two- 
weeks’ course of lectures at Camp 
Dodge to the men of the national 
army, on the subject, “The Growth of 
Germany and of Germany’s Ambitions.” 
This was in response to the call of the 
Government, to give, through the Y. M. 
C. A. council, a series of lectures cal- 
culated to inform the men as to the kind 
of nation they are to meet. Professor 
Clark speaks in high terms of the men 
of the national army, as to their fine in- 
terest, their serious demeanor, and high 
moral tone. The lectures were deliv- 


ered at the various Y. M. C. A. houses 
and at the close of each lecture a series 
of slides illustrative of the subject was 
thrown upon the screen. 





NATIONAL BENEVOLENT ASSOCI- 
ATION UNDER WAR STRAIN 


With its homes all full, with scores 
seeking admission, with its funds ex- 
hausted, with living at war prices, the 
National Benevolent Association is con- 
fronted with a great and grave problem. 

For thirty-two years it has served the 
brotherhood faithfully. 

For thirty-two years our churches and 
Bible schools have sustained it gener- 
ously. 

In these years it has ministered to 346 
aged brethren, 3,565 widows, 9,347 chil- 
dren, including hospital patients, to over 
20,000. 

Its family today, in twelve institutions, 
numbers over 600, exclusive of hospital 
patients; 500 children, 110 aged. These 
children and aged brethren must be fed 
and clothed, and others beside. Their 
cry of need must not be lost amid the 
din of war. We have no resources but 
faith in God and confidence in our breth- 
ren. 

Every church, Bible school and indi- 
vidual must join in our drive for $50,000 
Easter Sunday, March 31, 1918. 

Make your drafts and postal orders 
payable to Mrs. J. K. Hansbrough and 
send them to the National Benevolent 
Association, 2955 North Euclid avenue, 
St. Louis, Mo. 





OPPORTUNITIES FOR ILLINOIS 
DISCIPLES 


1. The annual meeting of the South- 
ern Illinois Christian Ministerial Insti- 
tute will be held during the spring 
months, but the exact date is not on file 
in the state office. 

2. The Better Community Conference, 
which has become very popular among 
our church workers in Illinois, will be 
held at the University of Illinois, Cham- 
paign-Urbana, April 5-7. 

3. A School of Methods will be con- 
ducted in Peoria Central church under 
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the auspices of the Bible School Depart- 
ment of the American Society, April 21- 
26, inclusive. Those who are to take part 
in the school are Robert M. Hopkins, 
Cynthia P. Maus, Hazel A. Lewis of Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio; Gary L. Cook of Indianap- 
olis, Ind., and H. H. Peters of Blooming- 
ton, Ill. 

4. The Administration Committee of 
the State Board will meet with the Dis- 
trict Evangelists in Bloomington, April 
29, to consider the quarterly reports and 
get recommendations ready for the board 
meeting the following day in the state 
office. 

5. The State Sunday School Conven- 
tion will be held in Peoria, May 21-23, 
and the Disciples are urged to have rep-- 
resentative delegations in this convention 
from all our schools. This is one of the 
biggest opportunities we have during the 
year for fellowship with our religious 
neighbors. 

6. The District conventions will be 
held in May. Time and place will be an- 
nounced later. 

7. The State Christian Endeavor Con- 
vention will be held in Springfield, July 
4-7, inclusive. 

8. The State Convention will be held 
in Eureka, Sept. 2-5, inclusive. The pro- 
gram committee is preparing a feast of 
good things for those who attend. 


H. H .Peters. 
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via the 


WABASH 


The Short Line from Chicago. 
sengers in the heart of the business district, 
within 5 minutes’ walk of the principal hotels. 


Ticket Office: 68 W. Adams St. 
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Chicago, 
Dear Subscriber: 

More of our subscribers than ever before are 
soliciting new subscriptions and sending gift 
subscriptions to their friends. Our present 
extraordinary offer to accept five dollars for 
four new subscriptions is resulting in a wide- 
spread movement to double our circulation. We 
wish to make it as convenient as possible for you 
to do your part in this great endeavor and have 
affixed a blank form to this page. 

To give The Christian Century to a friend 
now, or to enlist his own subscription (which is 
even better) is to reinforce rational religious 
faith in a most critical hour. 





Very truly yours, 


Kevevsrit Qh, 


Office Manager. 


How to Send the New Subscriptions 


Tear off, fill out and return this portion to The Christian Century, 700 East 40th Street, Chicago. Enclose 
with it your check for $5 for four new subscriptions—or if more than four add $1 for each additional name 
above the first four. 


Names and addresses of the new subscribers for 1918: 

















Name and address of the sender of the subscriptions: 








Canadian subscriptions require 
$2¢ additional. Foreign roa 


Amount Enclosed $ 








Please put a check mark before the names of those who are receiving the paper as your gift. We will under- 
stand that those not checked have paid you for their subscription. 


As our acknowledgment to the sender we will mail post free and without charge a copy of any book you may 
suggest whose selling price is not more than $1.25. 



































THE DISCIPLES HYMNAL IS THE MOST BEAUTIFUL HYMNAL EVER PRODUCED BY THE AMERICAN CHURCH 


‘Ut Sings the Message You Preach! 


f VERY modern-minded pastor has had this experience: After 
preparing a sermon on some great, human, social problem or 
duty, he has searched his hymnal through to find a hymn that would 
ather up and express in song the theme of his sermon. And he 
el none which in modern terms struck the social note. Asa 
result he felt, after his sermon was preached, that half its power 


had been lost. 








One of the unique features—among many others equally distinctive—of the new hymnal 


HYMNS OF THE 
UNITED CHURCH 


The Disciples Hymnal 


is its section on ‘The Kingdom of God,” with sub-sections entitled ‘Social Aspiration 
and Progress,”’ ‘Loyalty and Courage,”’ ‘‘Human Service and Brotherhood,’’ ‘The 
Nation,’ ‘Peace Among the Nations,” etc., etc. In this section are 101 great hymns 
which sing the evangelical social gospel which the modern pulpit preaches. Many of 
these hymns have never before been used in a church hymnal. Here are some of the 
authors’ names: 


* John Addington Symonds 
Emily Greene Balch 
John G. Whittier 
William DeWitt Hyde 
Charles Kingsley 
Nolan R. Best 
Richard Watson Gilder 
Algernon C. Swinburne 
Felix Adler 
Ebenezer Elliott 
W. Russell Bowie 


Thomas Wentworth Higginson 
Gilbert K. Chesterton 
Washington Gladden 
Frank Mason North 
Charles Mackay 

John Hay 

William Pearson Merrill 
Katherine Lee Bates 
Frederick L. Hosmer 
Rudyard Kipling 

John Haynes Holmes 








Think of being able to sing the social gospel as well as to preachit! The social gospel 
will never seem to your people to be a truly religious gospel until they learn to sing it. 
The Disciples Hymnal is the only church hymnal in which the social note of today’s 
evangelical preaching finds adequate expression. The use of this hymnal will thrill and 
inspire your congregation with a new vision and purpose. 


Price $1.15 in cloth, $1.40 in half leather 


Special introductory terms to churches. Returnable copy sent to pastors or committee 


DISCIPLES PUBLICATION SOCIETY 


700 E. 40th Street - . Chicago, Illinois 
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